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Discovering a New Identity 

Congregations tend to think that they do not change over time, but nothing is further from the truth.  

Congregations change significantly as they respond to different pastoral leaders, to changes in their 

societal context, and to alternatives in their internal circumstances. 

The time between installed pastors brings a unique chance for a congregation to come to a new 

understanding of itself.  A visioning process can help focus a congregationôs identity, resulting in a 

picture based on reality and not on fond remembrances of past experience.   

This basic work need to be done before a new pastor is considered so that the search committee entering 

into conversations with candidates can accurately describe the congregation and its vision for the future. 

Lent is a time of thoughtful reflection.  It is also a time for the church to begin envisioning the future.  A 

Visioning Task Force is being formed by session to look into the future and discern Godôs leading.  One 

of the developmental tasks of a church during an interim period is to Discovering a New Identity.  This 

does not mean that who you are needs to be changed.  It needs to be claimed clearly.  Who is Memorial 

Presbyterian Church?  Since we cannot be all things to all people, what should we be focusing on in our 

ministry together? 

Discovering a new identity is a process that energizes the congregation, enhances the healing process, and 

builds excitement and anticipation for the future. 

May this Lenten season and the next few months provide us all an opportunity to discover who God wants 

us to be and do together.  Please keep the Visioning Task Force in your prayers and remain open to their 

invitation to you to claim Godôs future for us all. 

Pastor Baker 
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News of Our Members and Friends 

 
The church family mourns the loss of Jim Manning, 

with his passing on January 20th. We send our 

deepest condolences to his wife, Dolly, and their 

family, Becky (Scott) Rude, Joanna Brooks, Katrina 

(Chad) Riddle and grandchildren. A celebration of 

Jimôs courageous life was held on January 25 here at 

MPC.  

 

Our deepest condolences go out to Pam and Richard 

Dodge and their family, with the loss of Pamôs father, 

Richard (Dick) Warner, after a long illness.  He 

passed away peacefully on February 23rd, surrounded 

by his family.   

 

Many congratulations go out to Jay and Katie 

Kunstman and the extended Kunstman family, with 

the arrival of Maxwell Gordon on February 4, 

weighing 9 lbs. 5 oz. and 20-3/4ò long. Max joins big 

brother Logan and big sister Madelyn.

 

How is Church Family? 
 

Families love, support, nurture, and guide their young 

from birth through adulthood. They provide the 

structure and teaching of skills and values to become 

productive members of the community. MPC has 

provided all of this, and more, for one of our own, 

Crystal Lillge. It is with joy and gratitude to this 

church that I am able to announce that she has 

accepted a full time professional position with The 

Housing Partnership of the Fox Cities, beginning 

immediately after her graduation in May! MPC has 

been integral to Crystalôs success, from the 

Scholarship Committee approving needed 

scholarship money to attend Carroll University, to 

Pastor Chuck recommending that she spend  

Christmas break of her freshman year volunteering at 

the Housing Partnership. Even before college, the 

youth group provided untold leadership opportunities 

for her and much spiritual guidance. Thanks to each 

of you, from Sunday School teachers, to the Board of 

Deacons, her covenant partner (Cori Collins-

Marinan), and the many alumni of Carroll for 

supporting and encouraging her along the way. Look 

for her in church this summer and mark her wedding 

date on your calendar ï July 17, 2010.  
--Laurie McCulloch

 

Sr. High Fellowship 
 

March 14, 2:00 ï 2:00 p.m. Digital Camera Acts of 

Kindness Scavenger Hunt: Meet at the church at 2:00 

p.m. We will break into teams.  Each team will have 

their set time to capture as many acts of kindness as 

possible. We will then return to the church to load the 

pictures on-line for all to see. After the hunt we will 

join with the congregation for the Soup Supper. 

 

March 21, 5:30 p.m. Come to the Lenten Soup 

Supper, and after supper we will meet to continue 

planning the work trip.  Work trip participants will 

begin team work assignments focusing on fundraisers 

and logo, but not limited to these teams. 

 

March 28, 4:00 p.m.  Please meet at MPC for a 

Mission Project!   

  

Coming Soon - Jr. High Spring Break/Holy Week Lock-in 
 

After the Maundy Thursday Service on April 1st, we 

will remain at church for a lock-in.  We will further 

explore the meaning of Holy Week while still 

enjoying the time of fun and fellowship.  RSVP by 

March 21st to Pastor Sara. 

 

Heartfelt Thanks 
 

We would just like to say ñThank Youò for all the 

prayers, concerns, phone calls, visits and flowers 

during Clintôs recent stroke and broken hip.  A 

special thanks to Dan Schmitz for sitting with me in 

the surgery waiting room on Christmas morning.  

Everything was greatly appreciated.  

-- Harriet & Clint Robson 
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Moon Beach and Pilgrim Center Camps 
 

The 2010 Camps and Retreat catalog is in! There are 

many camps available for all ages from Preschool 

through Baby Boomers and up.  Spend a week or just 

a few days enjoying the outdoor experience of the 

beautiful north woods.  Camp booklets are in the 

church office, or visit www.ucci.org to find the camp 

experience that is perfect for you.   

Camp scholarships are available through Presbytery 

of Winnebago and MPC that will fund up to half of 

the camp tuition.  Application deadline is April 15th. 

Contact Paula in the church office, 734-1787, for 

more information on scholarships. 

 

College Scholarships Available from MPC 
 

Are you a high school senior about to graduate or a 

college student? It is time to submit the 2010 

scholarship applications for MPC.  The Huss Family 

Memorial Scholarship is designed for MPC members 

entering their freshman year at an accredited college 

or university. The Presbyterian College Scholarship 

is for any MPC member who is or will be a student at 

a Presbyterian college. The Ellmaker Scholarship is 

for MPC members enrolled in a seminary program. 

Recipients of these scholarships will display 

participation in MPC activities, academic 

achievement and community involvement.  

 

Funds awarded to the applicant are paid to the 

institution in which the student is enrolled in August 

preceding the school term. Application forms and 

information may be found on the MPC website, 

www.memorialpresbyterianappleton.org, or call the 

church office at 734-1787.  All application materials 

and supporting documents are due in the church 

office by April 15, 2010.  If you have any questions, 

please feel free to contact Kara Schneider, Chair of 

Scholarship Committee, at 277-6388. 

 

Presbyterians Contributing to Earthquake Response in Many Ways 
By Jerry L. Van Marter, Presbyterian News Service. Susan Lindsey, senior communications associate, contributed 

to this story. 

 

LOUISVILLE - With the transfer of an additional 

$101,500 to ecumenical partners in Haiti, the 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) through Presbyterian 

Disaster Assistance has now contributed more than 

$500,000 to immediate emergency relief in the island 

nation following the Jan. 12 earthquake that killed 

hundreds of thousands. PDA Coordinator Randy 

Ackley announced the most recent money transfer on 

Feb. 17. PDA sent $100,000 immediately after the 

January earthquake, using funds from the One Great 

Hour of Sharing offering, received each year at 

Easter time.  

 

A denomination-wide emergency appeal was issued 

and a few days later an additional $109,000 was sent 

to partners on the ground in Haiti. These donations 

have helped the organizationôs ecumenical partners to 

establish 15 food and water distribution stations, 

distribute 20,000 tents, and provide other needed 

services and supplies.ñIn addition to providing 

immediate relief, we will continue to assess long-

range recovery needs and develop a comprehensive 

plan to help the Haitian people rebuild their lives 

over the next several years,ò said Ackley. 

 

PDA has also approved a $200,000 grant to Hôspital 

Sainte Croix and an affiliated nursing school in 

Léogâne, Haiti. More than $2.8 million has been 

donated to PDAôs Haiti account.* Presbyterians are 

contributing to Haiti relief in countless other ways, 

from the assembly of health and personal hygiene 

kits for shipment to Haiti, to special ñLove offeringsò 

received on Valentineôs Day Sunday. At least two 

PC(USA)-related racial ethnic schools ð Menaul 

School in Albuquerque and Presbyterian Pan-

American School in Kingsville, Texas ð have 

conducted special fund-raising activities to gather 

donations for Haiti relief.  

 

*Editorôs Note: If you would like to contribute to 

PDAôs Haiti Account through MPC, write a check 

payable to MPC with ñHaiti Reliefò in the memo 

portion of your check.  

 

mailto:Jerry.VanMarter@pcusa.org
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Sheldon Hampton Directs Variety Show at Thompson Community Center 
 

We are excited to tell you of an upcoming 

Intergenerational Variety Show, directed by our own 

Sheldon Hampton, to be performed at the Thompson 

Community Center at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, March 

25 and Friday, March 26. Under Sheldonôs direction, 

the show will feature students from The Academy,  

participants from the Thompson Community Center, 

and other adults who want to be part of the fun. This 

musical variety/comedy show will center on giving 

adults an opportunity to see and experience the kidsô 

world, and giving the kids a chance to see the world 

from the eyes of the adults. Sheldon Hampton is the 

Artist Director at The Academy, a private school in 

Appleton that is connected with Cambridge 

University in England and specializing in the arts and 

theatre. Mark your calendars now for a fun evening! 
 

The Dignity of Every Person 
 

Dignity is central to the mission of the Fox Valley 

Warming Shelter. This month, MPC will participate 

again in the Shelterôs effort to preserve ñthe dignity 

of each person.ò The organization provides overnight 

temporary shelter to homeless adult men and women. 

 

The Fox Valley Warming Shelter believes that: 

1. All human beings have the right to meet their 

basic human needs for food, clothing and 

shelter. 

2. Each person should be treated with respect and 

dignity. 

3. The presence of God dwells in every human 

being. 

The Warming Shelter picks up homeless individuals 

at the transit center in downtown Appleton each 

evening and transports them to a host church. The 

Shelter provides bedding at the host church and 

trained staff to oversee the overnight operation. 

Volunteers provide an evening meal, prepare a light 

breakfast and assist staff. 

 

Because of our commitment to Project Bridges, MPC 

does not provide a facility. Instead, we provide 

volunteers who assist at other churches. For the week 

of March 21-27, MPC will partner with Emmanuel 

United Methodist (across the street from us). Sign-up 

sheets are in the Narthex. Serve a meal or assist the 

Shelter staff as an overnight hospitality volunteer. 

Helping a homeless person through another night is 

an experience that you will remember. 

 

Save the Date for Road Rally! 
 

The Fellowship Action Group is planning a Road 

Rally for April 24th. The participants will be divided 

into groups that will have to follow directions from 

the church to a final destination. Along the way you 

will have to answer some questions and complete 

some tasks. Please plan to join us for what should be 

a fun afternoon. Watch for more details in next 

monthôs Chimes and in the Sunday morning bulletins. 

 

 

Itôs Going On In Sunday School! 
 

Did you know that there are over 25 MPC members 

who provide guidance to our children and youth by 

teaching Sunday school on Sunday mornings?  From 

our toddler teachers who lovingly teach our little 

ones Bible stories with felt boards, marching, finger 

plays and storybooks, to our junior and senior high 

teachers who incorporate YouTube videos and 

laptops to engage the youth and teach them about 

Christianity, it takes a lot of people-power to keep an 

active Sunday school program running.  

 

I am thankful to all our teachers for taking seriously  

the vows our congregation takes at a childôs baptism 

to help raise them in faith. Meeilei Chen is involving 

our early elementary children in the Help the 

Homeless mission project, our older elementary class 

will be leading the call to worship one Sunday in 

March,  and our 4  and 5 year old class teachers have 

kept Aoife Marinan in the hearts and prayers of her 

classmates through cards, photos and sending her 

class projects. Peek in a classroom on Sunday 

morning and witness all the activity and learning 

going on! 

-- Ellen Braatz, Christian Education Director   
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Whatôs Up With Nursery Care? 
 

Nursery care has been handled in a variety of ways 

over the years, all with the intention of providing 

loving and quality care for the youngest members of 

the MPC family. In the past, we have had all-

volunteer care, one paid staff person and one 

volunteer, and currently we have two paid students 

(one high school, one college) who work for us year-

round.  

 

The Childrenôs Christian Education Action Group 

decided to hire two paid staff approximately four 

years ago. This decision was based on many factors. 

Due to our Safe Church policies, we need to have two 

adults in our classrooms, and all people working with 

children need to have gone through our Safe Church 

documentation. Our action group arranged for parent 

volunteers and if the volunteers did not show up, the 

care giving was understaffed. Currently, the parents 

of our youngest children are very actively involved in 

our church (as pastor, deacons, elders and Sunday 

school teachers) and older adults often decline 

helping. We also feel it is important to have 

consistency in caregiving so our babies and toddlers 

see familiar faces each week as they are welcomed 

into the nursery. We will continue to revisit this topic 

in future CCE meetings. If there are MPC members 

who love cuddling babies and playing with toddlers, 

please let Ellen Braatz, christianed@athenet.net, 

know. There are occasions when we could use some 

volunteers and would welcome your help!      

-- Ellen Braatz, Christian Education Director 

 

MPC Family Camping Update 
 

The Fellowship Action Group has decided not to set 

up a camping weekend this summer. There did not 

seem to be a lot of interest and we were running out 

of time to get this activity organized. We are 

planning on having a camping weekend in July of 

2011. We will let you know of the plans this fall.  

 

Winnebago Presbytery Involvement 
 

When I first began my work as Christian Education 

Director, I was asked to serve on a Presbytery 

committee ï the Resource and Programming 

Coordination Team (RCPT). It is a group that meets 

quarterly and coordinates how Presbytery money is 

used to help the 40 churches in Winnebago 

Presbytery support their mission and ministries. We 

review fund requests from churches for things as 

varied as a Christian Educatorôs support group, camp 

scholarships, grants for churches who want help with 

promoting a new ministry or program, and local 

mission grants for churches.  

 

Our church applied for, and received, two local 

mission grants in the past year. One was for a 

childrenôs program at Harbor House in the amount of 

$2,000, and another was a $1,000 grant for Project 

Bridges. The Presbytery also supports activities such 

as the Fall Youth Camp which our confirmation class 

has participated in for four years. It supports a 

resource center where I find curriculum ideas, books 

and even Bible puppets. The RCPT coordinates the 

Christian Copyright Licensing International (CCLI) 

which churches purchase to copy music and lyrics 

(legally) in their bulletins. When I was asked to join 

the RCPT team, I was told it is the fun group because 

we get to spend money. It is an important team, 

however, because it helps support the churches in our 

Presbytery with their programs and mission outreach. 

It has given me a greater sense of how MPC is 

connected to the larger church, and how the churches 

in Winnebago Presbytery benefit by being part of an 

active and aware presbytery.   

-- Ellen Braatz, Christian Education Director 

                          

 

Reminder -- 
Daylight Saving Time begins on Sunday, March 14. Set your clocks ahead one hour on 

Saturday night! 
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Deacon Thoughts 
 

This is the final year of our 3-year commitment as 

Deacons for Barbara and me. We have had a busy 

two years ï meals, cards, and visits with members of 

Neighborhood 14 who have been ill or hospitalized, 

cards for Easter, Thanksgiving and Christmas, food 

for the Lenten soup suppers and funeral lunches, 

serving Communion, greeting on Sundays, Christmas 

remembrances for those who are homebound, and 

retreats. We had a wonderful retreat in February with 

the staff, Session and Deacons at Lawrence 

University with Pastor Baker in charge. Pastor Baker 

gave us lots of information on Pastoral churches (50-

150 average worship attendance) and Program 

churches (150-350 average worship attendance). We 

are a Program church that behaves like a Pastoral 

church, so with Pastor Bakerôs help, we will spend 

the next year or two attempting to behave like a 

Program church. This is a task for all the officers and 

church members. After our study on becoming a 

ñhealthy congregationò we have a good start.    

 

All the members can help make our church grow by 

sharing their ideas. Sometimes a person who comes 

up with a new idea is hesitant to share with other 

members because he is not confident the others will 

be open to new suggestions. This is the time that 

others in the congregation need to help reinforce new 

ideas by adding their own to those already proposed. 

We found our years as Deacons to be very rewarding 

and if any member at MPC is asked to serve as a 

Deacon ï he or she should prayerfully consider doing 

so. 

-- Stu Leslie, Deacon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Lenten Soup Suppers 

 

Sunday Evenings ï March 7, 14 & 21 

5:30 ï 7:30 p.m. 
 

Soup, bread and beverages are provided. 

You may contribute a tray of finger food, 

such as cheese and crackers, fruit or vegetables, enough to serve 12. 

 

Following the supper, Pastor Baker is leading a study on  

Celebration of Spiritual Discipline: The Path to Spiritual Growth, by Richard Foster.   

Participants will be exposed to and practice five spiritual disciplines over the course of five weeks.   

All you need to bring is an open mind and heart.  

 

Lenten classes are provided for 4 yr. olds through 5
th
 graders. Nursery care is available for younger 

children, if needed. Please respond to Ellen Braatz at christianed@athenet.net or 734-1787 if your child 

will be attending the class or using the nursery.  
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 ñStart Early. Start Smart. Start Here.ò 

 

Those words were on the invitation for the 

YoungStar presentation at Project Bridges on 

February 10, 2010. On that day, the Department of 

Children and Families (DCF) Secretary, Reggie 

Bicha, announced details on a new five-star quality 

rating and improvement system for childcare in 

Wisconsin. The program, YoungStar, will link 

childcare provider quality to payments from the 

Wisconsin Shares program and make it easier for 

parents to choose the best childcare for their children. 

 

ñYoungStar will change the landscape of child care 

in Wisconsin, by helping parents in making their 

decisions, increasing the quality of care received by 

children across the state and reducing fraud,ò stated 

Bicha. ñWith YoungStar, more children in Wisconsin 

will be better prepared for school and life.ò 

 

YoungStar sets a five-star rating system for child care 

providers based on education, learning environment, 

business practices and the health and well being of 

children. Through this rating system the state will 

address several key issues in Wisconsinôs child care 

system. It will: 

Á Improve the overall quality of child care; 

Á Create a clear, understandable tool for parents to 

choose quality child care; 

Á Create incentives for providers to improve services, 

particularly for low-income children; 

Á Link the quality of child care providers to 

Wisconsin Shares payments; and 

Á Help prevent fraud in the Wisconsin Shares system. 

 

Project Bridges was asked to be a host for this big 

announcement because we are one of the few 

accredited daycares in the city. Reading the mission 

statement makes clear why they chose Project 

Bridges as the site for this announcement. Following 

is Project Bridgeôs mission statement so you can see 

how YoungStar and Project Bridges would make a 

great connection together.  

 

ñProject Bridges Day Care & Preschool is a 

nationally accredited, non-profit childcare center 

serving families with children ages 6 weeks to 6 

years. We are dedicated to providing high quality 

care for children of diverse needs, cultures and 

socioeconomic backgrounds. With a nationally 

recognized curriculum, highly trained teachers, 

and a commitment to low student-teacher ratios, 

children develop a sense of identity and 

community in a safe, nurturing environment.ò 

   

We believe it is the basic right of every child to feel a 

sense of identity, purpose and self-esteem derived in 

part from each childôs cultural heritage. Based on one 

part of the mission statement of MPC (responding 

actively to Christôs command to love and serve 

others, both locally and globally), and Project 

Bridgesô mission statement, it is no wonder we have 

been such a good fit over the years. It is also clear 

this relationship was an integral part, among many, as 

to why Project Bridges was asked to be the host of 

this announcement. It is also why we are one of the 

best daycares in the city of Appleton. 

 

-- Emmie Woodford, Liaison for MPC and Project 

Bridges 

 

Book Review 
 

At the Heart of the Gospel: Suffering in the Earliest 

Christian Message by L. Ann Jervis. (Call Number 

233 JER). 

 

This book examines the New Testament letters of I 

Thessalonians, Romans, and Philippians, which 

recount the suffering of the early Christians because 

of their choice to follow Christ. The book teaches 

how to live with suffering. This was a study book of 

the Thursday Morning Bible Study group.  ï Valerie 

Bayer

 

Weekenders 
 

On March 20th, the Weekenders ï those families with small children- will meet at Monkey Joeôs at 1800 N. 

Casaloma Dr. at 10:00 a.m. Hope to see you there! 
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Adult Education 
 

Throughout Lent, the Adult Education will focus on 

the book, Knowing Godôs Triune Story, by Michael 

Lindvall.  Join with us as we are invited ñto explore 

the whole story of our Maker from beginning to end.ò  

In addition to this study, on March 7th, Beth Lepinski 

will share information about Bread for the World. 

 

Writing a Letter for our Hungry Neighbors  
ñSomeone who sits down and writes a letter about hunger almost 

certainly has to be saving a life. ñ -- Senator Simon 

 

Why has Memorial Presbyterian Church 

participated in Bread for the Worldôs Offering of 

Letters every spring for 31 years?   
 

There is the commitment made by our leaders to be a 

Bread for the World Covenant Church. Participating 

is one of the parts of that Covenant.  
  

There is the practical set of reasons. A hungry world 

cannot be a safe and peaceful world for any of us. A 

hungry child grows up with impaired health and 

reduced ability to learn to be a contributing member 

of our society. There is Christôs call to use our gifts 

and not bury them. One of our great gifts in a free 

land is the gift of free speech ï the gift of citizenship 

that allows us to tell our elected officials what we 

think and why they make decisions crucial to our 

hungry neighbors. Many people with self-interest in 

those decisions will always be heard from during any 

debate. Bread for the World asks us to enter the 

debate as a voice for the poor, the powerless, those 

who are unable to make ends meet and feed their 

children. By coordinating the efforts of many 

churches across the land on a single target each year, 

Bread for the World helps all of us be a powerful 

voice for the hungry. We invite you to join in this 

effort this year.  
 

Our 2010 Offering of Letters is targeted to make 

progress on the goal to eliminate childhood hunger in  

the United States by 2015. Quite simply, people in 

this country are hungry because of poverty. Food is 

often the most flexible of lower income family 

expenses. Nutrition programs and food banks are 

vital, but so is increased income. Letters will ask 

Congress to protect and strengthen key tax credits, 

like the Child Tax Credit and the Earned Income Tax 

Credit that can make a big difference for low-income 

workers and their families. 

  

The tax code has many incentives that encourage 

taxpayers to make certain fiscal choices, like saving 

for retirement, getting a college education, or owning 

a home. However, many of those credits are out of 

reach for low-income earners who often do not have 

the same tools for those kinds of expenditures or 

long-term financial investments. Our letters can help 

preserve the credits that help the poorest of our 

neighbors.  

 

NEW PROCESS:   

Watch for the bulletin insert giving letter-writing tips 

on March 7.  Find out more during Adult Education 

on March 7.  If you write letters at home, bring them 

to church to place in the offering on March 14, when 

our Offering of Letters will be dedicated.  Or you 

may choose to write letters before or after worship on 

March 14. 

 

Adult Education March 7 
 

The world is in a recession.  Times are hard for all of 

us and our families.  Times are especially hard for 

low-wage workers. The simple act of writing a letter 

to Congress can help many working Americans feed 

their families. How? Join us at 10:00 a.m. in the 

Parlor on March 7 to find out.   

 

In the second chapter of the Book of Luke, we see 

where taxes played a profound part in the life of a  

special child. Because these taxes had to be paid in a 

certain place, he was born in the city of Bethlehem.  

Today, taxes once again, via the Earned Income Tax 

Credit, can help play an important part in the lives of 

children. Like that Child of long ago, these children 

will have a chance to escape poverty and become 

productive members of our society. That is what 

Bread for the Worldôs Offering of Letters is all about. 

Bread for the World invites churches and groups 

across the country to take up an Offering of Letters to  
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Congress on an issue important to hungry people. 

 People place these letters in the offering plates 

during church services, prayerfully offering them to 

God before sending them to Congress.    Bread for 

the World is a collective Christian voice urging our 

nationôs decision makers to end hunger at home and 

abroad.  It is non-partisan, ecumenical and effective 

at bringing about changes to help combat hunger. 

 

 

"When Jesus placed a child in the center of the group 

and told his listeners that whoever provided for that 

child was helping him, he was also speaking to usð 

as individuals and as a nation.  
 

Our country needs to do everything we can to make 

sure that families have the resources they need to 

feed their children." ð Rev. Bruce Reyes-Chow, 

moderator, 218th General Assembly, Presbyterian 

Church (USA) 

 

The Rising of Bread for the World Book Tour Featuring Rev. Art Simon 

Sunday, April 11 

12:00 noon-1:00 p.m. Lunch, Registration and Resources 

1:00-3:00 p.m. Program 

First English Lutheran Church, North Site    6331 North Ballard Road, Appleton, Wisconsin 
 

The Rev. Art Simon will share the surprising story 

of how God uses ordinary people to make an 

extraordinary difference in the lives of hungry 

people. Simon is founder and president emeritus of 

Bread for the World. He served for almost two 

decades as Breadôs president and remains a committed 

advocate for hungry people. He has received a number 

of awards including a Presidential Award for lifetime 

achievement against hunger. 
 

His book, Bread for the World, won the national 

Religious Book Award and was described by the late 

Nobel Prize economist, Gunnar Myrdal, as a ñclear 

and convincingò analysis of world hunger. In his new 

book, The Rising of Bread for the World, Simon 

writes, ñMy experience is one I have heard Bread 

members from all over the world express again and 

again: óGod laid the suffering of hungry people on my 

heart and called me to do something about it. First, one 

small step. Then another. Then another. Each time, 

doors opened, inviting further steps.ôò  
 

Simon is the author of several previous books, 

including How Much Is Enough? Hungering for God  

in an Affluent Culture and Rediscovering the Lordôs 

Prayer. He co-authored The Politics of World Hunger 

with his brother, the late Senator Paul Simon, and 

Grace at the Table: Ending Hunger in Godôs World 

with Rev. David Beckmann.  
 

He is an alumnus of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, 

and Dana College, Blair, Nebraska. He was pastor of 

Trinity Lutheran Church on New Yorkôs Lower East 

Side, a densely populated low-income area, from 1961 

to 1972, where the idea for Bread for the World first 

formed. Simon was born and raised in Eugene, 

Oregon. His father was a social justice advocate who 

spoke out against the internment of Japanese-

Americans during World War II. Both Art and his 

older brother, Paul, followed their fatherôs example. 

Simonôs uncle, the Rev. Dr. Henry Simon, was pastor 

of Faith Lutheran Church in Appleton for nearly 25 

years. 
 

The event is free (a freewill offering will be taken). 

RSVP online at http://act.bread.org/site/Calendar or 

by email to breadwi-event@yahoo.com or by calling 

920-731-3936. 
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Summer Schedule in the Works 
 
The Sunday Morning Schedulers will soon be 

meeting to put the summer schedule together.  At 

least a dozen volunteers are needed every Sunday to 

serve as readers, ushers, greeters, Kinderchurch 

assistants, prayer card readers, lemonade hosts, and 

counters. If you are not already doing so, please 

consider volunteering for one or more of these short-

term, but invaluable roles in our 

worship and welcoming ministries. 

We are especially in need of more 

lemonade hosts. This could be a fun 

ñtogetherness projectò for your 

family. Instructions for each task 

will be provided, along with our sincere thanks. 

 

For those of you who are already volunteering, thank 

you for your continued service.  If, for some reason, 

you will not be able to serve this summer, please let 

us know by March 15th.  

 

To all our volunteers, please 

note that we are no longer able 

to schedule around all the 

individual requests that we 

receive and are moving towards 

a rotation system. We will 

continue to make every effort to make sure that your 

assignments do not best of our ability. If you are 

unable to serve on a particular Sunday, please arrange 

a trade or call one of the volunteers listed on your 

roster but not scheduled this time around. 

 

Ready to volunteer?  Have questions??  Please 

contact Sharon McElrath, or Linda Boldt in the 

church office at 734-1787. 

 

Hands and Feet of God 
 

ñThereôs a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place.ò  Those 

are the opening words of one of the hymns we sang 

on Ash Wednesday, and over the last few months, 

Iôve seen evidence of that sweet spirit in a variety of 

places. Iôve seen it in the work of the Membership 

Renewal action group members, who have 

been writing to members not seen in worship 

in recent months. The group has almost 

doubled the number of notes theyôve been 

writing because of their genuine concern and 

sincere hope that, with a little encouragement, 

these members will take this opportunity to 

return. Iôve also seen that sweet spirit in the smiles, 

hugs, and enthusiastic greetings that people have 

showered on those who have returned to worship.  

 

Iôve seen that spirit in the commitment of people who 

went to an action group meeting to ask a question and 

then volunteered to become part of that ministry. 

Again, I have seen it in the faces of people who have 

discovered a shared interest in a new idea and then 

began thinking about how best to see the project 

adopted and launched. Iôve seen it in the faces of the 

Deacons and Elders at the Leadership Retreat who 

looked at the daunting tasks before them with nothing 

but energy and enthusiasm. And now Iôve seen 

it in Sessionôs commitment to begin the 

visioning process to set a new course for 

Memorial. 

 

In all these places and many more, I have seen 

people willing to step up, put their hands and 

feet to work, and encourage others to participate in 

this new effort to begin the next chapter in our 

history. I encourage everyone to follow their example 

and let your own sweet spirits lead you back to full 

participation in the life and ministry of Memorial 

Presbyterian Church. 

-- Linda Boldt, Lay Ministry Coordinator

 

 

Why We Love Kids 
 

It was the end of the day when I parked my police 

van in front of the station. As I gathered my 

equipment, my K-9 partner, Jake, was barking, and I 

saw a little boy staring in at me. ñIs that a dog you 

got back there?ò he asked. ñIt sure is,ò I replied. 

Puzzled, the boy looked at me and then towards the 

back of the van. Finally he said, ñWhat'd he do?ò
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Greetings and welcome 

to all our visitors and 

friends ï we hope you 

are finding our 

fellowship to be a 

welcoming community 

in which to grow and 

live out your faith. To 

help you learn more about us, we have created a 

three-part orientation program called Welcoming 

Walls. Each month, there is an opportunity to 

participate in at least two of these programs. Persons 

who complete the series are encouraged to consider 

becoming members of Memorial. Below is the 

schedule of upcoming programs. If you would like to 

participate in any of these events, please contact 

Linda Boldt in the church office at 734-1787 or 

laymin@athenet.net. 

Welcoming Walls, Part 1 - The Tour: Sunday, 

March 21st at 9:45 a.m. 12:00 Noon. Join us 

following the postlude of either service for a 15-

minute explanation of the symbolism behind our 

architecture and furnishings 

 

Welcoming Walls, Part 3 ï Programs: Thursday, 

March 18th at 6:30 p.m. in the Church Parlor. Join us 

for a light supper with our lay leaders who will talk 

about the programs and activities we offer and how 

you might get involved. 

 

Welcoming Walls, Part 2 ï Beliefs: Thursday, April 

15th at 6:30 p.m. in the Church Parlor. Join us for a 

light supper, followed by a discussion with our 

pastors about the teachings of the Presbyterian 

Church. 

 

Sunday Morning Volunteers for March 

Date 
Time of  
Service 

Greeters 
Head  
Usher 

General  
Ushers 

Reader 
Prayer 
Card  

Readers 

Kinder-
church 
Assist. 

Coffee 
Servers 

Comm. 
Servers 

March 
7  

8:45A 
Emily & 
Kerry 

Guttenberg 

Jim 
Baumbach 

Abbie Athanas, Patti 
Athanas, Valerie 

Bayer, Ken Couillard 
Jeff Privatt N/A 

Helen 
Scott 

Jim & 
Julie 

Tilkens 
N/A 

11:00A 

Rob & 
Scott 

Fraser 
and Family 

Tim Shoaf 
Beth Abbott-W, Laurie 

McCulloch, Lynne 
Selle, Nancy Winslow 

Harriet 
Robson 

N/A N/A N/A 

Clint & 
Harriet 

Robson, 
Lynne 
Selle 

March 
14 

 
Daylight 
Saving 
Begins 

8:45A 

Florence 
Miller & 

Pam 
Mompier 

Jim 
Bowman 

Jonah Buss, Mason 
Buss, Neil Buss, 

Robyn Buss 

Judy 
Gaines 

Paula 
Hoglund 

Morgan 
Manuel 

Kara & 
Tom 

Manuel 
Family 

N/A 

11:00A 
Helen 

Becker, 
Carol Foss 

Tom Neal 
O. C. Boldt, Sue Neal, 

Ellen Wright, Marty 
Ward 

Nancy 
Umland 

Tom Neal N/A N/A 

Lori 
Cramer, 
Diane 

Lightfield 

March 
21  

8:45A 
Dan & 
Deb 

Schmitz 

Fred 
Burdett 

Heidi and Tyler 
Wallenfang, Mike 

Zuege, Tracy Zuege 

Emily 
Guttenberg 

Emily 
Guttenberg 

Ellen 
Wright 

Pam 
Dodge 

N/A 

11:00A 
Claire 
Boldt, 

Lili Braatz 
Les Angell 

Renee Boldt, Tom 
Boldt, George Frye, 

Laura Frye 

Eric 
Edwards 

Lynne Selle N/A N/A 

Sally 
Mielke,  
Jerry 

Saxton 

March 
28 

 
Palm 

Sunday 

8:45A 
Dave & Sue 
Rozmary-

noski 

Richard 
Dodge 

Pam Dodge, Lynn 
Mulholland, Mike 
Schuldes, Susan 

Schuldes 

Hugh 
Schuldes 

Laurie 
McCulloch 

Lori 
Cramer 

Randy & 
Susan 
Welk 

N/A 

11:00A 
Jane Slater, 

Jackie 
Hoganson  

David 
Mayefske 

Kim Gilbride, Sean 
Gilbride, Casey Van 

Camp, Cory Van 
Camp 

Beth 
Lepinski 

Beth 
Lepinski 

N/A N/A 

Linda 
Keller,  
Helen 
Scott 
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Easter Flowers  
 

 

If you would like to contribute money toward flowers and decorations for the Easter worship services, please 

complete this form and return it to the church office with your check by 12:00 noon on Monday, March 22. 

Suggested contribution is $15.00/plant; all contributions will be recognized in the Easter worship service bulletins. 

 

Amount enclosed $_________________  

(Make checks payable to MPC with ñEaster Flowersò in memo portion of the check) 

 

Choose one:    _____ Easter lily             _____ Spring flowers 

 

Please print clearly, as this information will be printed in the bulletin: 

 

From:   

 

  

  

In memory of:    

   

 

   

 

  

  

In honor of:    

 

  

  

 

***************************************  

 

____  Yes, I will take my plant home after the 11:00 a.m. service. 

 

____ No, I do not care to take my plant home; please donate it to the Moose Lodge. 

 

My Name:   

 

Daytime Telephone Number:   

 

 

Thank you from the Worship Action Group!  

We appreciate your generosity to help beautify the 

Sanct uary for Easter Services. 
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Memorial Presbyterian Church 

803 East College Ave. 

Appleton, WI 54911-5697 
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