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One of the Interim’s
primary responsibilities is

Interim to assist a congregation
Pastor's through  five  develop-
PONDERINGS mental tasks that help

—_— them “prepare the way”

for a new pastor. These
are not the Interim’s tasks to do. They are the
congregation’s tasks to attempt to complete. There is
no particular order or priority attached to them.

Task #1: Coming to Terms with History

An Interim pastor helps a congregation and its
leadership take an unhurried look at itself. It is a
time to affirm where you have been as a
congregation, celebrate where you are, and anticipate
where you are going as a faith community.

Members need to complete closure with departed
leader. If separation was result of conflict leading to
involuntary departure of pastor, then resolution is
more complicated. Unless conflict is resolved and
healthy communication restored prior to calling a
new pastor, the chances for success of a new
pastorate are substantially reduced. The congregation
needs to work through its recent experience without
losing sight of its longer history.

Members need time to assess what has been
accomplished during tenure of departed leader and
discover the strengths and weaknesses of faith
community.

What would MPC need to do to re-affirm and
celebrate its rich history?

Task 2: Discovering a New ldentity
Congregations tend to think that they do not change

over time. Yet congregations change significantly as
they respond to different pastoral leaders, to changes

in their societal context, and to alterations in their
internal circumstances.

The time between installed pastors brings a unique
chance for a congregation to come to a new
understanding of it. A self-study process can help
focus a congregation’s identity, resulting in a picture
based on reality and not on fond remembrances of
past experience.

If this basic work is considered, the search committee
can enter into conversations with candidates with an
accurate description of the congregation and its
vision for the future.

Discovering a new identity can energize the
congregation, enhance the healing process, and build
excitement and anticipation for the future.

Task 3: Allowing and Empowering New
Leadership

Chance in pastoral leadership most often brings
changes in lay leadership. Most pastors develop a
cadre of supportive lay leaders during their tenure.
Change in pastors provides a chance for new people
to step forward into leadership roles.

In healthy congregations, these shifts happen
smoothly as some members retire from responsibility
while others are invited to take over.

The time between pastors provides a congregation
with the opportunity to honestly and lovingly
confront this issue.

Task 4: Renewing Denominational Linkages

The time between installed pastors is a special
opportunity for both local church and denomination
to renew their relationship. It is a great time for
relearning what it means to be a Presbyterian.
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Local church members are surprised to learn of their
church’s contributions to the work of Christ their
denomination’s wider ministries. Many denomi-
national resources are available to a congregation in
transition.

It is a time to discover and celebrate the rich shared
history and tradition.

Task 5: Commitment to New Directions in
Ministry

Although there may be tasks remaining to be dealt
with, hopefully a new spirit of unity will enable these
matters to be dealt with, even as the new pastorate
begins.

With your donations through the
month of February, we packed and
sent 75 Health Kits to Church
World Service (CWS).  Some-
where in the world, another 75
people caught in disasters like the
earthquakes in Haiti and Chile or
floods in the U.S will be comforted
by having a clean towel and

An exit interview with departing interim pastor and
representative of denomination will help lay
leadership clarify what remains to be done so that this
information can be shared early with the new pastor.

The end of the interim time should be a moment of
celebration of what the journey has accomplished and
of the congregation’s readiness for a new beginning.

Congregations that have conscientiously pursued the
interim tasks will greatly enhance the success of the
new pastorate.

An interim period for a church is an important time.
May God bless us all as we walk that path together.

-- Rev. Darryl Baker

Thank You for Your Gifts of the Heart!!!

washcloth, comb, soap, toothbrush, nail clippers, and
band aids.

In the face of natural disasters, violence, or grinding
poverty, CWS Health Kits can mean the difference
between sickness and health for struggling families.
“CWS Kits make a world of difference in the lives of
refugees, displaced people, and victims of natural
disasters.”

Teacher Appreciation Dinner

Thanks to Our
Sunday Sehool Sunday School teachers, mark
Teachers! your calendars for an

appreciation dinner scheduled
to be held on Sunday evening,
April 25" The Children’s

As the school year winds to a close, we are not only
celebrating this year’s Sunday School teachers, but
we also are looking forward to next year’s leadership.
During the April meeting, the Children’s Christian
Education Action Group determines teacher needs for
the next school year and looks for those who could
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Christian Education Action Group would like to
thank you for all your hard work and enthusiasm in
leading our children this school year. Meet in the
parlor at 5:30 p.m. for a time of fun and fellowship.

Teacher Recruitment

best serve in this important role. Please prayerfully
consider becoming a teacher, and if called, be ready
to say yes. At baptism, we promise to help raise the
child in faith. Being a Sunday School teacher is a
great way to fulfill this promise.
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Dead Sea Scrolls Trip

See the Dead Sea Scrolls and the Bible Exhibit at the
Milwaukee Public Museum! Join us for a day trip,
with transportation provided, to the Milwaukee
Public Museum to see the traveling exhibit of the
Dead Sea Scrolls. It is the largest traveling exhibit
ever displayed at the museum, and it is only available
through June 2010 in Milwaukee. It includes many
rare artifacts gathered from museums all around the
world and it has a full size replica of the cave where
the scrolls were excavated.  There are many
interactive exhibits so it is suitable for the whole
family.

Members of MPC and friends are invited to spend
Saturday, April 24 viewing the exhibit, seeing the

IMAX show, Mummies, Secrets of the Pharaohs and
having some free time for other museum exhibits and
lunch.  Your cost will include admission to the
exhibit (which includes all museum exhibits), the
IMAX show and a donation to LEAVEN. The cost of
motor coach transportation is being covered by a
church member. You may bring a bag lunch or
purchase lunch on your own at the museum cafe.
Cost of the trip will be $40 for adults, $38 for seniors
and teens, and $30 for children (ages 3-12). We hope
to take a full bus of about 55 people, planning to
leave the church at 8:30 a.m. and returning by 5:00
p.m. Any questions? Check with Nancy Umland,
Fellowship Action Group.

Youth Action Group to Begin

In February the Session approved the formation of a
Youth Action Group. The purpose of the group will
be to work in partnership with the Associate Pastor to
coordinate the youth fellowship programs for 6" —
12™ grade students and the Spiritual Quest Program.

The group will start by reviewing the mission and
goals for these programs. If you would like to be a
part of the Action Group, contact the church office or
either of the elders involved, Calvin Manuel or Scott
Kornish.

One Great Hour of Sharing 2010

In 1949, a group of Christian leaders recognized both
the opportunity and a responsibility to help others in
desperate need of support. These leaders organized
an hour-long radio broadcast in which the
needs of those suffering were identified

and explained to the general public. &
Listeners were encouraged across the =
country to donate through their local o
church on the following day. The
response was overwhelming and became °
known as the “One Great Hour of © @
Sharing.” The event has been occurring

every year since then.

The offering’s mission has grown from simply giving
emergency relief and rebuilding after disasters, to a
focus on self-help projects so that communities can
help themselves after the aid goes away. People are
shown how to find and provide clean water, develop

sustainable food supplies and learn basic trades that
can lead to economic development. These types of
investments have come a long way in helping to

provide a sustainable and improved quality

GY*EAT of life for individuals, families and

& o
) communities.
a
=

On Easter Sunday, we will dedicate the
“One Great Hour of Sharing” offerings in
remembrance of the love and generosity
¢ that Jesus has given to all of us. Please

consider sharing a small piece of your

many blessings with those who have so
much less. An offering envelope is attached to this
issue of Chimes, and envelopes may also be found in
the pews. Thank you for your kindness and
generosity.

-- Dave Ogilvie

It’'s Remarkable What Your Gift Will Do.
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The “Six S” Method of Praying

Matthew 6:7-8: “But when you pray, do not use vain
repetitions, as the Gentiles do; for they think that
they will be heard for their much speaking. Do not be
like them; for your Father knows what you need even
before you ask him.”

We Christians are admonished to pray without
ceasing, to pray about all things, and to pray for one
another. The MPC Board of Deacons lifts up in
prayer members and friends at each meeting. Each
Sunday the congregation joins in prayers for others.
But how do we pray as individuals, in small groups,
and with our families? A favorite author of mine,
Evelyn Christenson, writes and speaks about prayer.
In her book, What Happens When Women Pray, she
shares suggestions for those who may be uncertain or
uncomfortable or inexperienced with praying. While
we know that there is no particular “right” or
“wrong” way to pray and that each of us approaches
prayer with our personal preferences, | offer these
tips from the book for your consideration:

e Subject by Subject: Each participant is free
to pray audibly in turn; whether praying
silently or out loud, everyone prays in one
accord.

e Short Prayers: When in a group, one or two
short sentences from each person will allow
each person ample time for each subject of
prayer.

e Simple Prayers: God hears our simple
sentences just as well as (maybe even better

than) long, lofty, complicated prayers.
Simple prayers from the heart can say so
much.

e Specific Prayer Requests: As Matthew has
written, God knows what we need (and want)
even before we ask. However, Jesus has said
many times that God accepts very specific
requests. In our expressions of our specific
needs, we will learn that no detail is too
small or insignificant to bring to God.

e Silent Prayers: Silent prayers, as well as
silent periods within prayer time, are a
privilege and a blessing. Because prayer is a
two-way conversation, the silence can very
well be our time to listen to God.

e Small Groups: Christ has promised that
“whenever two or three of His followers are
gathered together in His name, He will be in
their midst.” Small-group prayers are
powerful and intimate. Your definition of a
group will vary: family, friends, book or
Bible study group, committees.

My hope for you who read this article is that you will
find your comfort level with individual and group
prayer time and will experience the results of regular,
dedicated prayer in your life and the lives of those
you love. | challenge you to be creative and
resourceful as you expand your prayer practices. The
rewards will be great.

-- Christine L. Cornell, Deacon

MPC Road Rally

The Fellowship Action Group has heard your
requests and has decided to bring back the MPC
Road Rally. This year we are planning a few new
twists to this popular event. It will be part Road
Rally, part digital scavenger hunt and part

“Amazing Race”. So as to avoid conflicts

with the Dead Sea Scrolls outing, the date

of the Road Rally has been moved from %y’
April 24" to May 1% The participants will /( )

be divided into groups that will have to
follow directions from the church to a final
destination. Along the way you will have to answer
some questions, take some pictures, and complete
some tasks. It is not a race. The winning teams will

be determined by how well they complete the tasks
and answer the questions. When everyone arrives at
the final destination you will have a chance to review
your experiences and share a meal. We would ask
that each individual/couple bring a dish to
share. The action group will see that the food
is transported to our final destination.
Beverages will be provided. This great
adventure will start at the church at 2:00 p.m.
on May 1%. We would ask that if you have a
digital camera, please bring it with you. If
you have any questions, please contact Fred or Nancy
Umland at 725-5492. You can sign up in the narthex
starting on April 4™,
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Synod School 2010 is Coming in July — Registration Now Open

“Grace Notes” is the theme of this year’s Synod
School, which runs July 25-30 at Buena Vista
University in Storm Lake, lowa. It is a week-long
learning and personal enrichment experience for
people of all ages. Ken and | went last summer and
found it to be exactly as billed — fun and enriching,
both personally and intellectually. It's a great family
experience for young and old. Catalogs are available
in the church office, or go to the Synod’s website,
www.lakesandprairies.org/school.html.

Registration forms and the catalog are online as well
as questions answered, such as “How to Help Your
Child Have a Successful Synod School Experience,”
or “Why Should | Attend Synod School” -- for first
timers. Ken and | would love to talk to you about our
experience, so feel free to contact us.

You can help our youth step out to Rockford, Illinois
this summer! Look for the Stock Sale to start April
18™ Stocks are available for purchase on April 18",
May 2" and 16", and June 6". For a $20 investment,
you will receive a Stock Certificate, a postcard from

Cost is $12, which includes pizza, soda, and

Sunday, April 11™: Bowling at Super Bowl.
n | Meet in the front lobby area at 6:30 p.m.
shoe rental.

R NEW DATE AND TIME!!
April 30"-May 1%, 7:00 p.m. — 8:00 a.m.
Please bring: Sleeping bag, pillow,

A word to the wise — do not wait too long to make
your decision, as some of the more popular classes
fill up quickly. -- Mary Lou Opgenorth.

Schoo] b
%

“So many people having so much fun
while examining issues related to faith.”
July 25-30, 2010
Buena Vista University, Storm Lake, lowa

kesandprairie hool html
1-800-328-1 207

Sr. High Work Trip --STOCK SALE!

Rockford, and attend the Stockholders Dinner and
Presentation in August. Keep your eyes open, and
your taste buds too, for other fundraisers just around
the corner.

Sr. High Events

Sunday, April 25™ Mini-golf (weather dependent).
Meet at Badger Sports Park at 6:30 p.m. Cost is $6.

Jr. High Lock-In

imagination, energy, and shacks to share!
INVITE A FRIEND!!!

Weekenders and Parents2 Activities

All Parents and Young Children are invited to
participate in the activities of our two play groups,
Parents2 and the Weekenders. Our activities for
April include:

Parents2 - Join us for a knock-down morning of fun!
Meet at Super Bowl, 2222 E. Northland Ave.,
Appleton, at 9:30 a.m., on Tuesday, April 13", Then,
play with us at the Universal Playground at Memorial

&
N g

Park in Appleton, at 9:30 a.m., on Tuesday, April
27" See you there!

Weekenders - We’re  going  roller
skating! Meet at Skate City, 708
South Railroad Street in Kimberly
at 1:.00 p.m. on April 17"
Admission is $3.50 per person.
Skate rental is $1.00.

April 2010

CHIMES

L 4

Page 5 of 8



Hands and Feet of God

Content —at peace with himself and the world around
him; a word used to describe a familiar presence
around MPC, namely, the inventive, adventurous,
and dedicated Tom Orbison. Over the years, Tom
could be found replacing failing
cupboard hinges and doorstops; or
chiseling out pieces of broken floor
tiles; or scraping tar off intact floor
tiles that popped off and needed to
be reset. It was Tom who, for
years fired up the boiler in the Fall
and shut it down in the Spring and
in between, nursed the aging pumps
through another heating season.
And who could forget finding Tom

choir. Through all that time he has been periodically
dropping by the office to find out what needs to be
repaired and then cheerfully (except when it came to
those stubborn tiles!) going about his work.

Tom has recently retired from the
Property Action Group. His last
project was drafting an operations
manual for the boiler. In appreciation
for his long years of service, the action
group took him out to dinner and
presented him with the “Golden
Trowel Award” to commemorate his
service. We are deeply appreciative of
his gifts for maintaining and repairing

perching precariously on a ladder
balanced on plywood and hymnals above the organ
hanging a microphone over the choir loft?

Tom has been a presence on our Property Action
Group for 44 years. No, that’s not a typo. 44 years.
That’s at least as long as he’s been singing in the

all things mechanical or structural and
for his willingness to use those gifts to further the
ministry of Memorial Church in this facility. We
salute him for being the Hands and Feet of God and
hope that, in all things, he is content.

News of our Members and Friends

Our church family mourns the loss of two dear
members. Dr. Lloyd Williams, father of Tom
Williams, passed away after a brief illness on
February 27. Many in the Appleton community have
fond memories of Dr. Williams’ gentle care of their
children throughout the years. A private service will
be held at a future date to commemorate his life. We
extend our many sympathies to Lloyd’s wife, Jane,
and their children and grandchildren.

Our deepest condolences go out to the family of
Clayton Weber, on his passing on March 12 after a
long illness. A celebration of his long, well-lived life

of 94 years was held at the church. Clayton will be
remembered for his good works, his wonderful smile
and his personal motto, “It goes the way you drive
it!” Our prayers are with Clayton’s wife, Adele, and
their children, including Steve & Marie Weber and
Carol & Richard Knight, and their grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

We also bid farewell Peter and Amy Clark and their
daughter, Leah, and wish them all the best as they
move back to Michigan to be closer to their families.
Godspeed, friends!

Spring Clean-up Day

While we may have had a weak moment in mid-
January wondering if spring would ever arrive,
we always have to remember, “It’s Wisconsin!
Spring’ll happen!” Well, now it’s here and that
can only mean one thing: Property Action Group
Spring Clean-up Day! Just gather up those rakes
that have been collecting dust in the garage, along

~

ﬁl G\ 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon to clean up the church,

with garden tools, garden gloves, and any other
handy implement you can think of, and join with
your MPC friends on Saturday, April 24" from

inside and out, after a long winter. Coffee,
beverages, and doughnuts will be waiting!
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A Moment for Money

120,000
$109,766
$98.523
100,000
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20000
2010
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-20000

-30000

-40000

As the above charts indicate, 2010 is starting off significantly under budget, and much lower than
2009. MPC needs your financial support in order to carry on the Mission, Education, Personnel
and Membership Nurture & Development that we, as the body of Christ in Appleton, Wisconsin,
have committed to. Please do your part, and if you are able, prayerfully consider how you can
financially support the work of the church. Feel free to call Kevin Loomans at 739-3417 with any
questions, or to find out additional ways you can help during these challenging economic times.
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