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Fred Gaines ran through 

church one day earlier this 

week, leaving on my desk 

a volume he’d edited of 

writings from the students of the class he’s taught for 

some time now at the County Jail. Some of you heard 

Fred talk about the way in which this project has 

affected him, and most probably are not aware that in 

response to that class, Fred provided a small but deep 

pool of books and resources for our church library for 

anyone who wants to think a little more about that 

part of Jesus’ parable, as sheep and goats are 

separated, in part, as to whether ―I was in prison and 

you visited me.‖ 

 

The writings are terse, and gritty, and honest, and I 

am not sure that having read them you could look in 

the same way at ―those people‖ who wrote them. I 

suspect Fred would agree that the project of 

encouraging inmates to put their thoughts and 

feelings to paper has had maybe not an equal, but at 

least a significant impact on him, as well. 

 

It was another day the same week that I saw Jeff 

Biese at the YMCA, and he was talking about using 

the shift skills he’d honed through the years at the 

mill to volunteer at Trinity Lutheran Church in our 

congregation’s cooperative effort to staff the 

Warming Shelter. I haven’t had a chance to talk to 

Jeff about his experience, but at the Session meeting 

Beth Lepinski shared her thoughts about ―those 

people‖ who had come out of the cold for a bowl of 

chili and a warm place to sleep, and the conversations 

about God, and God’s love and providence. I suspect 

again, that both Jeff and Beth would agree that while 

the soup and a cot might have been valuable to those 

souls who came in out of the night, it had an impact 

on them, as well. 

 

It’s just true, and reaffirmed whenever I talk, for 

example, with our youth after one of the summer 

work trips, that while we tend to undertake mission 

activities for the benefit of those whom we see to be 

in need in the community and world around us, the 

fact of the matter is that the act of mission transforms 

us as well. Yes, learning to write out feelings and 

thoughts, a bowl of soup and simple hospitality, a 

house or apartment built or repaired, makes a 

difference in the life of people who have found their 

way into tough times, but the most amazing dynamic 

of mission is that we learn so much about ourselves 

along the way.  

 

This month at MPC we will be taking a long look at 

just who it is that God is calling us to be as a 

church—how we can best respond with the gifts we 

have been given to the needs that are present to us. 

As we undertake that conversation, I hope Fred, and 

Jeff, and Beth’s whispers will guide us—it’s not just 

for those people. Our lives are transformed, and our 

souls shaped as we share. 

 

I’m not sure anyone has put it more eloquently than 

St. Francis of Assisi, in his famous prayer. Maybe it 

can become a quiet sub-text for all our conversations: 

 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. 

Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 

where there is injury, pardon; 

where there is doubt, faith; 

where there is despair, hope; 

where there is darkness, light; 

and where there is sadness, joy. 

 

O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek 

to be consoled as to console; 

to be understood as to understand; 

to be loved as to love. 

For it is in giving that we receive; 

it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 

and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 

Amen 
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Worship in February 
 

February 1.      Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
Psalm 111, Deuteronomy 18:15-20, 1 Corinthians 

8:1-13, Mark 1:21-28 
 

As we gather at the Lord’s table this morning, we are 

met by the Deacons, as we celebrate Deacon Sunday, 

and all that their ministry and presence brings to the 

common life of our congregation. Pastor Sara will be 

leading us in worship as our lectionary from Paul’s 

letter to the church in Corinth struggles with just 

what it is appropriate to share at table among 

believers. Paul makes it clear that it is the 

community, and not the table setting, that matters!   

 

February 8.         Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 

Psalm 147:1-11, 20c, Isaiah 40:21-31, 1 Corinthians 

9:16-23, Mark 1:29-39 
 

Our Junior High youth will lead us in worship this 

morning, sharing the story of the prophet Jonah. 

They’ve been working hard for the past several 

weeks to shape a service of worship that shows all 

they have learned about the basics of Presbyterian 

worship, but infused with that unique energy and 

spirit of youth.  Don’t miss this opportunity to see the 

gifts of these young people shared that together we 

can give praise and glory to God. 

 

February 15.       Sixth Sunday after Epiphany  
Psalm 30, 2 Kings 5:1-14, 1 Corinthians 9:24-27, 
Mark 1:40-45 
 

The Moving Forward Task Force will be providing 

leadership in our worship this morning, as they will 

ask for your thoughts and feelings regarding our 

mission and vision and a congregation, the gifts that 

have been given to us and the best ways in which we 

might use those gifts to meet the needs of the world 

around us. It seems appropriate that the Gospel lesson 

for the morning brings us alongside the disciples and 

Jesus as they moved through the region of Galilee, 

healing and casting out demons—using their unique 

gifts to bring healing and hope to the people of their 

time, so that in the words of Jesus, they could 

―proclaim the message there also, for that is what I 

came out to do.‖ With the guidance of the Task Force 

it’s our turn to ask, ―what is it that we are called out 

to do?‖ 

 

February 22.               Transfiguration Sunday 
Psalm 50:1-6, 2 Kings 2:1-12, 2 Corinthians 4:3-6, 
Mark 9:2-9 
 

The Church calendar begins the movement into the 

season of Lent as we join the three apostles who 

made their way out into the wilderness and up the 

mountain to be met by the wondrous sight of Jesus’ 

transfiguration. The veil is lifted for just a moment, 

and in the light of the transfigured Christ we hear 

once again the voice heard at his Baptism:  ―This is 

my son. My Beloved. Listen to him!‖  It is from the 

mountain of the transfiguration that we are best able 

to understand the road that lies ahead—how it is that 

God’s light is shone in this world. 

 

February 25.                             Ash Wednesday 
Psalm 51:1-17,Joel 2:1-2, 12-17, Matthew 6:1-6, 16-

21, 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 

 

The season of Lent begins in earnest as we gather to 

the call of the prophet to enter a true fast. As we meet 

at the Lord’s Table we are fed for the journey as we 

recognize in the words of the 51
st
 Psalm God’s urgent 

but patient invitation to examine our lives, in order to 

fully prepare for the gift of salvation that will unfold 

for us in cross and tomb. 

 

 

Warm Response to Mitten Tree 
 

MPC contributed three boxes full of brand 

new mittens, scarves and caps to the 

Community Clothes Closet in 

Menasha shortly after Christmas. 

Many people receiving the gifts 

were very happy for the warmth they would bring 

during the continuing cold winter months still ahead. 

Because the items were new, it was not necessary to 

have them cleaned before distribution. Many thanks 

to all who hung winter clothes on the Mitten Tree! 
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Personnel Monitoring Task Force Update 
 

The recommendations that came out of the Listening 

Sessions which were held in the Spring of 2008 were 

shared with the congregation of Memorial 

Presbyterian Church at the reconciliation service in 

September 2008.  Two specific areas were identified 

to assist MPC in gaining an understanding of issues 

that would enhance the effective functioning and 

growth of the church.  The recommendation was to 

form two task force groups.  The Systemic Task 

Force (later renamed as the Moving Forward Task 

Force) was charged with looking at the systems of the 

church, including the functioning of MPC as it relates 

to communication issues, conflict resolution and 

visioning.  The Monitoring Task Force was charged 

with working with Pastor Chuck to define areas for 

improvement and enhancement of his behaviors and 

relationships within the church and assist him to 

develop the needed awareness and skill sets in these 

areas.  One of the specific recommendations from the 

consultant was to hire a coach to assist Pastor Chuck 

in these areas. 

 

In October, Kevin Loomans (acting chair of the 

Personnel Action Group) and Jon McElhaney 

(Deacon representative from the Personnel Action 

Group and chair of the Monitoring Task Force) 

contacted Lucy Rupe of the Winnebago Presbytery to 

obtain the names of some candidates who would be 

suitable as a performance coach for Pastor Chuck.  

After interviewing several candidates, a coach was 

selected and hired. 

 

Between November 2008 and January 2009, Pastor 

Chuck and the coach have held coaching sessions in 

which Pastor Chuck has shared with the coach some 

of his successes and challenges in interpersonal 

interactions with members of MPC and church staff, 

and has sought input from the coach in these areas.  

Together they have read and discussed books on 

leadership principles in the church setting and Pastor 

Chuck has developed a conflict resolution model 

which he is using to positively address issues that 

arise with members of MPC and church staff.   

 

Based on feedback from Pastor Chuck and the coach, 

the coaching sessions have yielded the expected 

results.  If additional issues arise where the coach 

could be useful, additional meetings could occur.   

 

The Monitoring Task Force seeks your input to 

measure the gains achieved and monitor ongoing 

interactions to provide timely and accurate feedback 

to Pastor Chuck.  We are looking for stories of 

success and progress.  We are also looking for 

healthy discussions of additional opportunities for 

growth.  If you have feedback that you want to share, 

please contact one of the following individuals either 

in person or at the following phone numbers: 

 

Jon McElhaney  989-1013 

Beth Lepinski  731-3936 

Kevin Loomans 738-9134 

 

My thanks to the members of the Monitoring Task 

Force for their commitment to this effort.  The 

Monitoring Task Force members are as follows: 

 

Tom Neal  Mary Lou Opgenorth 

Tom Schneider  Jim Bowman 

Pat Boldt  Kerry Guttenberg 

Jon McElhaney 

 

Please seek us out to share your experiences with us.  

We would welcome the feedback.  We would also be 

happy to discuss any questions you may have.   

 

Thank you in advance for your constructive feedback 

that will assist Pastor Chuck, and MPC as a whole, to 

become the congregation we are called to be.  

Together, we are stronger!! 

 

-Jon McElhaney, Chair of the Monitoring Task Force  
 

One More Thank You! 
 

Do you ever wonder what happens after the gifts and 

grocery certificates we purchase for Adopt-a-Family 

are delivered?  Four of the families we adopted this 

year have expressed their thanks, making me believe 

that we really do make a difference. Some excerpts 

from their notes are:  ―Thank you for your kindness 

and your kind thoughts.‖  ―May God bless your 

family always.‖  ―You made a happy Christmas for 

us. It means more than I can say.‖  ―Thank you for 

thinking of our family at this time of year.‖  ―Feliz 

Navidad.‖ Words of appreciation are a good 

motivator to continue such a well-received mission 

project. We will see you again next Christmas 

season. -- Betty Lockhart, on behalf of the Adopt-a-

Family Team 
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Individual Subscriptions to Presbyterians Today Available 
 

Memorial Church’s individual subscriptions to the 

Presbyterians Today publication are coming up for 

renewal. Presbyterians Today is an award-winning 

general-interest magazine of the Presbyterian Church 

(U.S.A.). Published 10 times a year, it explores 

practical issues of faith and life, tells stories of 

Presbyterians who are living their faith, and covers a 

wide range of church news and activities. Subscribers 

enjoy reading inspirational stories about the work of 

other church members and congregations, learning 

how to make worship more meaningful, and 

receiving insights on Christian education and 

mission.  

 

Our special rate for individual subscriptions is only 

$8.00 per year. To receive this rate, please contact the 

church office by Friday, March 13 to indicate your 

interest. Then send a check for $8.00, made payable 

to Memorial Presbyterian Church, and note 

Presbyterians Today in the memo portion of your 

check. The church office will include your name with 

the other subscribers, and your magazines will begin 

to arrive in your home in just a few months. If you 

enjoy reading about what is happening in the larger 

church around the world—call the church office 

today and get a great rate for great news about our 

church! 

 

We’re Moving! 
 

After eight years of hosting 

websites for many Presbyterian 

Churches throughout the 

country, MPC’s web site host 

provider is calling it quits as of 

midnight 1/31/09. MPC, among others, was fortunate 

to have been blessed with the gift of this individual’s 

time and talents. 

 

 

The shutting down of this host site means that MPC  

has had to find a new host site and a new domain 

name. What does this mean for you?  It means that if 

you have us bookmarked in your ―Favorites‖ on your 

web browser, you are going to want to update that 

link after February 1, 2009. If you don’t have us in 

your Favorites, you will be able to enter our new 

domain name directly into the browser bar to reach 

us. 

Look for us at our new domain name: www.MemorialPresbyterianAppleton.org 

 

Word Search 
(2 Corinthians 5:21) For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 

righteousness of God. 

 

N H I M I G H T T T H A T 

I C O R I N T H I A N S D 

S A K E O W E N K W F O R 

S S E N S U O E T H G I R 

O O E D A M R E M O C E B 
 

Word List 

RIGHTEOUSNESS CORINTHIANS BECOME MIGHT THAT SAKE MADE KNEW WHO THE SIN OUR HIM 

GOD FOR TO SO NO 
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It’s Another Two-Ark Year for 

Memorial! 
 

 

Good News Women began the alternative Christmas focus on Heifer gifts in 2002. 

Beginning in 2005 we became eligible to receive Ark Plaques in honor of our 

contributions of over $5000. 

  

A Gift Ark is equivalent to $5000. It provides 2 cows, 2 sheep, 2 camels, 2 oxen, 2 

water buffalo, 2 pigs, 2 beehives, 2 goats, 2 donkeys, 2 trios of ducks, 2 trios of 

rabbits, 2 trios of guinea pigs, 2 flocks of geese, 2 flocks of checks, and 2 llamas. 

 

―Imagine how your gift could change the world. Two cows bring milk and income to a 

Russian village. Two sheep help families in Arizona produce wool. Two camels help 

families in Tanzania earn income by transporting agricultural and industrial materials. 

Two oxen pull plows and carts in Uganda. Two water buffalo help Cambodian 

families increase rice production through animal draft power. And that's just the first 

five sets of animals ... your ark provides 15 pairs of animals to 

change lives.‖ (statement from www.heifer.org) Can you think 

of a better way to bring joy to the world? 

 

In 2008 the total Heifer donation was $10, 409.00! A big 

thank you to all!  And remember, Heifer gifts may be 

purchased in the office throughout the year for birthdays, 

anniversaries, and special occasions.  

 

A Memorial Heifer Ark Wall is being envisioned. Any ideas about a location in our church? 

-- Alice Baumbach 

 

 

Fellowship Update 

 
Tired of being stuck inside during the cold winter 

weather?  Why not bundle up and join us for an MPC 

family outing of sledding and/or cross country skiing 

at Reid Golf Course in Appleton on Saturday, 

February 14th?   Reid has a fun sledding hill and 

groomed cross country ski trails. We’ll meet at the 

warming shelter at Reid Golf Course – 1100 East 

Fremont St – at 2:00 p.m. We’ll have hot chocolate 

and snacks available at the warming shelter. After 

everyone has had their fill of sledding or skiing, we’ll 

gather at MPC for a chili supper. What better way to 

spend a cold Valentine’s Day than building warm 

friendships with your MPC family?   

 

In March, we will have our third of three Fellowship 

Dinners. If you missed the first two, there is still time 

to sign up for the third one for this year which will be 

held on Saturday, March 21st. Fellowship Dinners 

are an opportunity to get to know other members and 

friends of MPC while sharing a meal in a small group 

setting in the comfort of someone’s home. Menu 

suggestions are provided. The host prepares the 

entrée while the other guests provide an 

accompanying dish or dessert. A sign-up sheet will 

be in the Narthex for anyone who would like to be 

included in the fun. If you have any questions about 

either of these activities, please contact Nancy 

Umland at 725-5492. 

 

Two-Ark Gift Plaque 

2008 
From Heifer International 

To: Memorial Presbyterian  

$10,000+ 

One-Ark Gift Plaque 
2005 

From: Heifer International 
To: Memorial Presbyterian 

$5000+ 
 

Two-Ark Gift Plaque 

2007 
From Heifer International 

To: Memorial Presbyterian  

$10,000+ 
 

One-Ark Gift Plaque 
2006 

From Heifer International 
To: Memorial Presbyterian 

$5000+ 
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Parents2 Play Dates 
 

Everyone was comfy cozy in their jammies as we 

played in the parlor a few weeks ago. Leah and Jill 

came in matching outfits. We’d love to have you join 

us anytime. 

 

In February we will be having a Valentine Pizza 

Party on Tuesday, February 10
th
. Bring valentine 

cards to exchange with our friends, and we’ll make a 

craft with them. We’ll also be making personal 

pizzas. On Tuesday, February 24
th
, we’ll be having a 

Fairytale Party at the McElhaneys’. Watch the 

Sunday bulletin or call Hope Atwater or Lori Cramer 

for details. 

 

We invite all young children and their parents to join 

our play dates, which are typically held the 2
nd

 and 4
th
 

Tuesdays of the month from 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 

or thereabouts. New faces are always welcome!  

Come when you can; leave when you must. Hope to 

see you soon! 

 

Weekender Play Dates 
 

All families with young children who want to get out 

and play on Saturday mornings are welcome to 

participate in The Weekenders. Enjoy the fun of 

making new friends and doing things with other 

families. Our play date for February is Saturday, 

February 14, 2009 – meet at 10:00 a.m. at 

McDonald’s at 700 W. Northland Ave. Meet in the 

playland for breakfast, coffee, and conversation while 

the kids play. We have lots of great activities planned 

and other suggestions are welcome. Call Beth 

Podlasek at 830-8155, if you have questions.  

 

New Volunteering Opportunities 
 

We are still in need of more volunteers for usher and 

head usher, especially for the 11:00 a.m. service, and 

more coffee servers. If you would be willing to serve, 

please contact Sharon McElrath or call Linda Boldt 

in the church office, 734-1787. 

 

Hands and Feet of God 
 

At the January Session meeting, the elders were 

briefed on the progress of the Stewardship Campaign. 

―Stewardship‖, they were reminded, is a giving of 

our talents and time as well as our money. If we had 

to pay for all the goods and services that our 

members donate, our church expenses would be 

much, much higher and our ability to be the church in 

the world would be seriously limited. Among the 

many people who were mentioned were Dan Cramer, 

who makes our sound system do what it’s supposed 

to; Mark Spindler and the Property guys who have 

spent the last year and a half making the heating 

system run more efficiently;  Tim Hornung, Jim 

Podlasek, and Jim Baumbach, who found a new and 

inexpensive web host for the church web page;  Mark 

Jordan, who services our network and does all of the 

upgrades and repairs on our computers; Ken 

Couillard, who found a great, new contractor for 

snow removal when we suddenly lost our previous 

provider;  everyone who provides treats for coffee 

hour and flowers for the sanctuary and special music 

for the worship service; and on and on. 

 

All of these folks, and the dozens of others who give 

of their time and talents, are proving themselves good 

stewards of the gifts God has given them. We 

appreciate all their efforts and salute them for their 

dedication and for being the Hands and Feet of God 

at Memorial Presbyterian Church. 

 

Pancake Breakfast 
 

The Senior High Youth will be 

preparing breakfast on Sunday, 

February 22nd. Plan to join us 

between services for pancakes, egg 

dish, and sausages. Help us raise money for this 

summer’s work trip to Louisville, KY. The cost will 

be $3.50 for adults and $2.50 for kids with a 

maximum of $12.00 for a family.  
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Readers Theatre 
 

―To be or not to be. That is the question.‖  And the 

answer is ….Yes! The Readers Theatre IS going to 

be!  Six hearty souls met on a bitterly cold evening in 

January and formed a new group at MPC. They 

agreed to meet twice a month to read and perform a 

wide variety of material for each other’s enjoyment. 

Where that might lead, they aren’t exactly sure just 

yet. Perhaps an occasional presentation to a small 

audience, perhaps a dramatization for the church 

school. The possibilities are endless, but for now the 

goal is to have fun and develop friendships. 

 

The group has agreed to start with a schedule of 

twice-a-month gatherings on the first Fridays and 

third Mondays of the month at 6:30 p.m. in the 

church library. The February meetings will be on 

Friday, February 6
th
 and Monday, February 16

th
. 

Anyone who is interested is welcome to participate. 

You only need to bring a pencil, a highlighter, and 

ideas of plays, books, or stories you’d like to 

perform. Questions?  Call Linda Boldt in the church 

office at 734-1787 or talk to Sheldon Hampton. See 

you there! 

Pizza, Pedals, and Pipes 
 

“The organ is the grandest, the most daring, the most 

magnificent of all instruments invented by human 

genius.”- Honore de Balzac   

 

Memorial Presbyterian Church has a long history of 

desiring excellent music, in their choirs, hand bells, 

and their instruments. In the year 1985, Memorial 

attained a goal that was the desire of the church for 

decades, and that was to get a new organ for the 

church. Many faces have changed over the years, and 

the organ still remains, guiding worshipers through 

many different forms of prayer, praise, and worship. 

We are coming upon the 25
th
 Anniversary of our 

MPC organ, and it is high time we spend some time 

getting reacquainted with it. On Sunday, February 

15
th
 from 12:30 – 2:30 p.m. we are going to have 

time for great fellowship and food. There will be 

some hands-on activities and a short recital at the end 

-- a sort of organ demonstration. My hope is that you 

will all try to attend this event, and learn a little bit 

more about all those 1,936 pipes that stand behind the 

screen. Just let us know that you’re coming by 

signing up on the sheet in the narthex. And if you 

have any questions please don’t hesitate to ask.  

~ In Christ, Matthew 

 

News of Our Members and Friends 
 

The month of January was a particularly sad one for 

Memorial Church, as we lost two very special 

members of our community during those cold winter 

days. Joyce Welland, a member for over 30 years, 

passed away on January 7
th
 after a courageous fight 

against Muscular Dystrophy. We all remember her 

bright, friendly spirit as she wheeled expertly around 

in her motorized wheelchair. Joyce was very active 

throughout the years as a deacon, covenant partner, 

scripture reader, greeter, and as a member of the 

prayer chain, which she helped to organize. She was 

also devoted to the Presbyterian Women group and 

the weekly Bible Study group. Her love of singing 

led her to be involved in Chaminade, and she also 

participated as a peer counseling at Thompson 

Community Center. A service celebrating her life 

was held at Highland Memorial Park on Sunday, 

January 18. We send our deepest sympathies to her 

sister, Jean Mallon, her brother, George Welland, and 

many nieces and nephews.  

Shirley Jacobi, who was a member of Memorial for 

over 60 years, passed away on January 15
th
 after 

becoming ill over the holidays. It’s hard to find 

someone who can remember an MPC without 

Shirley, as she was always seeking out a new face in 

the narthex, making phone calls to a visitor, 

organizing Presbyterian Women activities or the 

Christmas Tea. She served with passion as a Deacon, 

on the Evangelism Committee, Cookie Sale 

Committee, and Visitor Care Action Group, and in 

the community with the AMC Auxiliary, FISH 

Program, Fox Valley Symphony League, Sons of 

Norway, and her beloved PEO. Her husband, 

Edward, passed away in 1975, and she is survived by 

a large and loving family. A service celebrating her 

life was held on Sunday, January 25 at the church. 

We send our many prayers and condolences to her 

children, grandchildren and extended family. 
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Sunday Morning Volunteers - February 2009 

Date 
Time of 
Service 

Greeters 
Head 
Usher 

General 
Ushers 

Reader 
Prayer 
Card 

Reader 

Kinder 
church 

Asst 

Coffee 
Servers 

February 1 

Deacon 
Sunday 

8:45AM Deacons Deacon Deacons Deacon N/A TBD Deacons 

11:00AM Deacons Deacon Deacons Deacon N/A N/A N/A 

February 8  

Jr. High 
Worship 

8:45AM Jr. Highs 
Shelly 

Peterson 
Jr. Highs Jr. High 

Stepha
nie 

Schulde
s 

N/A 
Randy 

and Sue 
Welk 

11:00AM Jr. Highs 
Renee 
Boldt 

Jr. Highs Jr. High 
Lynne 
Selle 

N/A N/A 

February 15 

8:45AM 
The Dan and Deb 

Schmitz Family 
Jon 

McElhaney 

Connor 
McElhaney,  

Tom Manuel,  
Kara Manuel,  

Bill Griffith 

Laurie 
McCulloch 

Jane 
Stevens

on 
TBD 

Gayle 
Hardt & 

Jane 
Slater 

11:00AM 
The Scott & Diane 
Jacobson Family 

Mark Smith 

Ann Smith,  
Amy Clark,  
Peter Clark,  

Nancy 
Winslow 

Sally 
Mielke 

TBD N/A N/A 

February 22 

Lenten Event 
& Pancake 
Breakfast 

8:45AM 
Dave and Sue 
Rozmarynoski 

Jeanne 
Nymoen 

Valerie Bayer, 
Diane 

Lightfield, 
Ken 

Lightfield, 
Lynn 

Mulholland 

Bev Hill 

Bob 
Schimm
elpfenni

ng 

TBD N/A 

11:00AM 
Fred Umland 
Leota Ester 

Tom Neal 

Jackie 
Hoganson,  
Sue Neal,  

Sean 
Gilbride,  Kim 

Gilbride 

Linda Boldt 
Tom 
Neal 

N/A N/A 

February 25  

Ash 
Wednesday 

7:00PM Spiritual Questors TBD 
Spiritual 
Questors 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
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Support our Youth! 
 

MPC members have three opportunities to support 

the work of our MPC youth in February.  One is 

contributing to the Souper Bowl on Feb 1st.  (See the 

following article.) 

 

The second is joining them for the Adult Education 

hour on Feb 15th. Come and hear the Sr. High youth 

talk all about the ways they are involved in mission 

both locally and globally.  They will share memories 

of their trip to Springfield last summer and give a 

preview of their upcoming trip to Louisville in July.  

They will also talk about 30 Hour Famine, which 

they will participate in March 7th-8th.  Our youth are 

constantly involved in mission, come hear what they 

are doing. 

 

The third way is to bring your appetite to the Pancake 

Breakfast on Feb 22nd between services.  Wow!

 

 

Souper Bowl of Caring - Feb 1st 
 

This year marks a special event for the Souper Bowl 

of Caring.  On February 1, 2009 it will have been 20 

years since the youth of Spring Valley Presbyterian 

Church in Columbia, South Carolina addressed the 

issue of hunger in their community with this Super 

Bowl Sunday prayer: ―Lord, as we enjoy the Super 

Bowl Football game, help us to be mindful of those 

without even a bowl of soup to eat.‖  This prayer 

inspired a movement that over the past 20 years has 

raised more than $50 million 

dollars.  So on Sunday February 

1, look for our Sr. High youth 

after each worship service and 

place a donation into their soup 

pots.  All money remains here 

in the Fox Cities supporting the 

emergency shelter.  Join us as 

we support this worthy cause. 

 

 
 

Youth News 
 

For football fans, February starts with 

the Super Bowl, but for us, February 

starts with the Souper Bowl of Caring.  

Sr. Highs will collect the offering after 

each service in the large soup pots.  All 

money collected will stay here in our won 

community.  On February 8th we will gather 

together to share a meal in a non-traditional  

fun way.  It will be a good chance to be 

together and lots of good food as well.  

On February 15th, we will focus on 

getting ready for the pancake breakfast 

and assign duties, as well as enjoy some 

play time.  February 22nd is the Spring 

Pancake Breakfast to raise money for our trip 

to Louisville. 
 

 
 

February 6th, 6 

p.m. -- Pizza & 

Practice.  We will 

get together one 

last time to practice the worship service for 

Sunday.  Please remember to bring everything 

you need for Sunday!  Pastor Sara will have 

extra copies of the script and readings.  We 

will be in charge of both the 8:45 and 11:00 

worship services on Sunday February 8th.  

Our theme is Jonah and living up to our call.  

You need to be at church at 7:30 a.m. to get 

ready.  Then on February 22nd, we will have a 

time of fellowship from 6-7:30, plan on being 

there. 
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MPC Reaches Out and Provides Warmth 
 

MPC partnered with Trinity Lutheran Church to 

provide food and shelter to homeless people in area 

through the Fox Valley Warming Shelter, Inc. 

Volunteers helped during the week of January 11.  

They prepared soup, served soup and bread, and 

assisted Warming Shelter staff people in shifts from 8 

pm to 8 am.  Because of these volunteers, 

approximately 12 homeless people survived another 

week in a bleak Wisconsin winter.  The volunteers 

are:  Beth Lepinski, Jeff Biese, Pat Spindler, Jane 

Slater, Nancy Graham, Leota Ester, Lucy Rupe, 

Linda Boldt, Linda Keller, Lynne Selle, Tom Neal 

and Jim and Natalie Bowman. 

Jim Bowman received this note from Kathy at Trinity 

Lutheran, who coordinated the warming shelter there 
 

Hi Jim, 

Just wanted you to know that your people are 

wonderful.  Everyone that I have met is doing a 

fantastic job with the Warming Shelter duties. 

Things are going very well.  I sincerely 

appreciate your efforts in this endeavor. 

Big thanks, Kathy 

 

A few of the volunteers were tapped to answer some 

questions about their experiences at the Warming 

Shelter. Read ―A Night at the Shelter‖ 

A Night at the Shelter 

MPC Members Share Experiences 

 

Beth Lepinski shares: One surprising thing to me was 

the conversation among the three young people who 

were at the table I chose to sit down with over the 

chili supper.  I didn't lead it at all.  They were holding 

a theological discussion about the nature of God, of 

Christ, and of human suffering.  I enjoyed it very 

much.  The rest of my time was just a quiet night 

with plenty of time to catch up on my reading.   

 

Linda Boldt shares: I volunteered at the Warming 

Shelter because, as a person who lives above Jones 

Park, I have often felt badly going to sleep in my 

warm bed knowing that there may be people 

huddling in the cold below me.   

  

I worked on Friday evening with Lucy Rupe.  Lucy 

made soup; I brought cookies, cheese, and rolls; and 

there was fruit already there.  We had plenty of help, 

which gave us the opportunity to meet folks from 

other churches who were volunteering.  The shelter 

was using the church’s fellowship hall and had the 

room divided into two sections -- one area where 

tables and chairs were set up and another area for 

sleeping.  We served up dinner at 9 p.m., packed 

lunches for the next day, washed up utensils, and 

were done by about 9:45 p.m.  The warming shelter 

has about 10 large plastic bins with supplies, such as 

plates, bowls, silverware etc., so there were no dishes 

to wash.   

  

I didn’t know what to expect, but here’s what I 

learned:  These folks seem to have a suitcase and a 

sleeping bag and that’s it.  They are allowed to leave 

their gear at the church so they aren’t schlepping it 

around all day.  There are no beds or cots; the shelter 

furnishes them with one blanket, which they can use 

as a mattress on the floor.  The warming shelter also 

gives them vouchers to use the showers at the Y and 

to wash their clothes at a Laundromat.  I don’t know 

where these folks spend their days, but I know that 

some folks hang out in the library.  We were told that 

one of the clients is going to school at FVTC and on 

some nights was doing homework.  Apparently a few 

others do have jobs. The clients begin arriving around 

9 p.m.  Someone from the shelter makes one or two 

trips an evening to a designated meeting area to 

provide transportation.  Once they are in the shelter, 

clients have to stay until morning.  There is a staff 

person there all the time.  They had about 11 clients 

the evening I worked.  They ate at two or three tables 

and talked quietly with each other and with the 

volunteers.  After dinner, they visited for a while; 

some read a newspaper; a couple of them tried to 

work a crossword puzzle.  Gradually, they got up, 

used the restrooms, and went to bed.   

  

One other thing. No one was rowdy or angry or posed 

any threat to the volunteers.  One man wandered in 

who was obviously drunk.  He had no intention of 

staying, which was good, because the staff had no 

intention of letting him stay.  They listened to him for 

a while and then ushered him out, even though it was 

so bitterly cold. I stayed until midnight and it was 

very quiet.  Everyone was asleep by 11 p.m.  It was 

an easy assignment and provided an important 

service.  I would be happy to volunteer again. 
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Memorial Presbyterian Church 

803 East College Ave. 

Appleton, WI 54911-5697 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
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