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s : Advent is a time of
€|.'_—"l@'“© waiting, a time of
anticipation  and

preparation for the

'The.as+o¢-spe.n
coming of

Jesus. All too often, Advent is also the season we
love to jump through in order to get to the end result.
You see it everywhere you turnd as stores continue
to display their Christmas decorations and gifts
earlier and earlier, and as television commercials
advertise useful or not so useful varieties of gadgets
and gizmos. We want the joy of Christmas, not the
journey of Advent. So how do you recapture the
anticipation of Advent? There are many ways to get
ready for Christmas. One way is through a Jesse
Tree.

What is a Jesse Tree? Basically it's just an evergreen
branch or small treed sometimes even a bare branch.
In Isaiah 11:1 we read, "A shoot shall come out from
the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his
roots.”" Jesse was the father of David, Israel's greatest
king. And it was from David's lineage that Jesus
came. That's where the idea of using a Jesse Tree to
celebrate Advent came from. During the season of
Advent biblical symbols are gradually added to the
tree, symbols that tell the story of God's redemptive
plan for the world and reveal the strong ties between
the Old and New Testaments. Some of these might
include the Ark and rainbow, two tablets for Moses, a
lion for Daniel, a fish to symbolize Jonah, or a shell
for John the Baptist.

The Jesse tree serves as a reminder of the lineage of
Christ and the fulfillment of Old Testament prophesy
in the birth of Jesus. The use of the symbol of the tree
has its origins back within the early Christian church.
The early Christians often referred to Jesus' roots in
their attempts to convince others that he was the
Messiah. Over time, this image began to be used
throughout Christian art, becoming increasingly more
elaborate. Artists depicted Solomon and other kings
of Israel, Jesus' ancestors back to Adam and Eve, and
some of his spiritual ancestors, such as Moses and the
prophets. The Jesse Tree on the ceiling of St
Michael's cathedral in Hildesheim, Germany holds
over one hundred figures.

Although today the Jesse Tree is usually simpler than
these early masterpieces, it remains an excellent
teacher. Through its ornaments, the Jesse Tree
reveals in a very vivid way the powerful message of
Advent: that the history of the Old Testament sets the
stage for the drama of Christ's birth. So as you
prepare to welcome the Christ Child this season, join
with us in the journey of Advent by creating a Jesse
tree with ornaments of your own. For more
information, patterns, and devotional guide, go to
www.jesse-tree.com. Of course, you may also
participate in another personal favorite advent
activity, the chocolate advent calendar.

Peace for the Season, . ¢

{

2008 Contributions Notice

Please note that all contributions must be received in the church office on Thursday, December 31, or postmarked
by December 31% in order to be counted as a contribution for 2009. Any contributions received after that time will
be recorded in 2010. If you have any questions, please contact Paula in the church office.
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A Note from Pador Chuck

I want to express my sincere thanks for the many and
gentle ways in which you sought to express your
gratitude and best wishes as my ministry in your
midst came to an end. The sonorous chimes will
remind me of the many times we lifted our voice in
song, praising God, seeking comfort, sharing our joy.
The beautiful stained glass will bring me back into
that sanctuary where, bathed in the gentle light of
Godos | ove we shared
passages together. The glorious quilt, with its many
squares and stitches will grace me with a reminder of
the many ways in which, through 13% years, our
l'ives were knit
the Heifer donated in our honor and recall the
commi t ment we
people of the world, and your generous contribution
to the Housing Partnership will stand as a memorial

. twillghink ofi e r

s h gustieedo alk o

to the dedication to use our gifts, not only for
ourselves, but for the neediest in our community.

The book of memories with so many kind and gentle
thoughts will find a place in whatever ministry God is
calling me to next, reminding me that the most
important aspect of ministry are those hands that are
held, and quiet paths walked in which together we

s ofind and claym thengidtsroé ourt fasth. Itavas d sincere

privilege to share in ministry with you all, and you
will remain forever in my thoughts and prayers.

Blessing&to ybwbas God continaes to shape and guide
you as the Body of Christ, right there on the corner of
Collegeagd M@&ded 6 s

In Christ, PastorChuck

Family Christmas Eve Worship

Join us at the 4:30 p.m. Christmas Eve service for
families. This service is for all ages, but it is aimed at
our younger families. We will share Bible readings
about the birth of Jesus and have the children get
involved by dressing up and participating in a re-
enact ment of our
church on Christmas Eve, have your children dress in

a Bible costume of their choice. We will have the
costumes sitting out in the two and three year old
classroom. Your child can be Mary, Joseph, a
shepherd, an angel or even an animal. Families can
sit together and we will call the children forward

Savi or & whenhtiisrtheirhtime toAparticipate. Uf yo@ have any e

questions, contact Ellen Braatz.

December Worship Service Schedule

Sunday, December 6

8:45 & 11:00 a.m. Worship Services

Our new Interim Pastor, Rev. Darryl Baker, will
preach this Sunday.

Sunday, December 13

8:45 & 11:00 a.m. Worship Services
The Childrenoés
at both services.

Chri st mas

Sunday, December 20
8:45 & 11:00 a.m. Worship Services
Cantata Sunday

The Chancel Choir will perform Candles & Carols

by M. Hayes and P. Martin.

Christmas Eve, December 24
4E30 pang FanailynServide | | be
10:00 p.m. Candlelight Service

Sunday, December 27
10:00 a.m. Worship Service

Sr. High Fellowship

Sunday, December 13Adopt-a-Family shopping
spree! This year we will once again adopt a family
for the Sr. High youth to support. We will meet for
dinner at 6:00 p.m. and then carpool over to Wal-
Mart to go shopping for our family. Bring $10 to go
toward gifts.

Sunday,December 20: Christmas Party! 6:00-8:00
p.m. Bring a snack to share and a white elephant gift
to exchange.

December 2009

CHIMES

*

Page 2 of 16

at

presented



Upcoming Fellowship Activities

Saturday, December 5,3:00 p.m. - Join us for an
afternoon of fellowship as we hang wreaths and other
"greens" to decorate the sanctuary for the Advent and
Christmas season. Afterward, we'll enjoy some soup
and snacks and have the opportunity to meet our
Interim Pastor, Reverend Darryl Baker. Soup will be
provided by the Fellowship Action Group.

Carol Sing!! Join your MPC friends for an evening
of singing seasonal carols and Christmas favorites.
Who knows? Maybe Matthew will even take
reqguest s! It ol | al |l
4:00 p.m. in the sanctuary. Bring the whole family to

sing, have a cookie or two, and kick off the festive

season! And the Packers are off today so nothing to
see on TV!

Fellowship Dinner #2 - Have you heard about the
good time that was had by those attending the first of
this year's Fellowship Dinner last month? Did you
miss the chance to sign up - or you just weren't sure
what your schedule was for January and March?
Well, now's your chance to get in on the fun for the
next Fellowship Dinners to be held on January 23,
2010 and March 20, 2010. Sign up in the Narthex if

h a p pyeurwould ke t&attendree gf theseMenreers for 8. dt r

is a great way to get to know other MPC members
and friends in an informal setting.

News of Our Membeis and Friends

Our thoughts and prayers are with Connie Trettin and
her family, on t he
October 25", A celebration of her long and well-lived
life was held that continues to provide great comfort
to her loved ones. We send our condolences to the
family on their loss.

Many congratulations go out to Hugh and Kelly

passi Pragser,avho w&oumited ie Masriagamam tiuly 4!

The ceremony was officiated by none other than
Hughos brot her, Davi d,
Our best wishes to the newlyweds!

Members of MPC Share Fresh Produce in the Summer Pantry

MPC gardeners contributed loads of fresh produce to
the Summer Pantry last summer! Members of the
congregation took advantage of this garden-fresh
food and responded with financial donations. Produce
remaining after the Sunday service was contributed to

the Salvation Army. The church collected the money
and forwarded it to the Presbyterian Hunger Fund.
Look for another Summer Pantry in 2010!

Christmas Joy Offering

Happy Birthday!!

When our grandchildren were small, we had birthday
parties for Jesus on Christmas Eve. They were
complete with birthday plates, napkins and hats. We
sang AHappy Birthday,
cake.

Our Christmas Joy offering is a big birthday party for
Jesus! Because we cand give Him toys or clothes, we
have to find another way to celebrate His day! The
Christmas Joy Offering allows us to give Him gifts
by taking care of those He has chosen to do his work
T students learning ways to help their communities i

students becoming ministers T ministers serving
where they are called regardless of type of housing or
remuneration. They trust Him to provide. He says to

provided for me. Help those who do My work. Make
sure their needs are taken care of as much as you are
able. o

Thank you for your Christmas gift to the Christmas
Joy Offering.
--Jim and Peg Manuel

*
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Mission Update

Thank you to those able to contribute to the
Peacemaking Offering. Mission and Outreach had
requested that our local contribution of 25 % of the total
contribution would be awarded to a new organization
call ed AVaod cRes soifo nMeanp p r o follows:
in October. Here is a letter of appreciation for our

In November, Session approved the disbursement of
local mission funds for 2009, which included $12,124
from the Mielke fund and $3,459 from the Mission
Endowment Fund. The grants awarded were as
this request

donation: A Community Circles of Supporti $5,000 to assist
funding of the Program

fi I wathank the bMemoriaPresbyterian congregation for operating costs. (From MielkeFund)

yO_tL_r tyery generous gif 0$371. 25 to the @Fx akey Warmind/ Shefler - $5,000 to be

initative.

applied to the construction of a new, permanent

er for the homeless. (From Mielke Funjl

shel
fidvoices of Med i s an e f f -meaning tmen p, ’LJ L TP
together to understand what we cao to help eliminate Alfor a\éagégéells; rf:r?/gl?a%i}“tll_%gr:wiﬁs,zptarggfarrr?ogrll(g

violence against womeriThe kickoff for this initiative is . . . .
Tuesday,January 12, 2010 at the Bridgewood Conference instructional materials for the U.S. naturalization

Center in Neenah. You will hear more about this initiative as ~ test. (From Mission Endowment Fupd

the date approaches hope that male members of your A Boys and Girls Clubsi $2,500 to assist funding of

corgregation are able to attendf you have any questions operational expenses for the Columbus School

regarding O6Vdoaés bofsiMeatdoe Neighboricoodt &earhing nGenter. ($1,199 from

directly at 9547 2 1 3. 0
Fund

A Harmony Cafe 1 $823 (out of a request for
$5,000) for continued program coordination and
oversight of Ehachmmard rand
Conversation Programs such as PROactive
CONversation. (From Mielke Fung

Thank you again for your support,
Peter C. Kelly
United WayPresident/CEO

There are so many male members of MPC who would
be great role models to young men. We are hoping that
they see this as an opportunity to make important

changes in attitudes regarding violence.

~Submitted by Mission & Outreach Ministry Team

SERRV and UNICEF Sale

Every Sunday morning during Advent, in the Library,
you have an opportunity to buy fair trade gifts and
UNICEF cards and gifts.

Question: What does your purchase of Divine
Chocolate mean to cocoa farmers in Ghana?
Answer: 45,000 lives improved, a school,
access to medical care, clean water wells, fair
loans in times of need, projects for women,
1,200 communities enriched.

Question: What does your purchase of a basket mean
to the one who wove it?

Answer: i W have learned to work as a group, we
have increased our income, we have food on our
tables and are able to send our children to school, and
we have been able to pay our health insurance
premium. 0

Question: What does your purchase of UNICEF cards
and gifts mean to the children of the world?

J6HR

Answer: One $12 box of cards can help 27 children

combat dehydration with oral rehydration salts; a $30

purchase can provide eight children with a pencil and

exercise book for school; for $18.57 in earnings from

these sales, UNICEF can provide three bed nets to
help stop malaria and $27.10 in earnings can
provide 100 doses of measles vaccine.

SERRV has been providing opportunities to

disadvantaged people for 60 years. SERRV
provides grants for equipment, marketing and
production tools, product development, facilities,
disaster assistance and much more in 35 countries
including the United States. UNICEF provides
children in poverty with education, access to clean
water, health care, nutrition assistance and
emergency aid in times of disaster.

Co

Mission Endowment Fund and $1,301 from Mielke

Caf

Merry Christmas and good cheer for you, for your friends,
and for the artisans and farmers in developing countries

~Beth Lepinski
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Adopt-a-Family

In the spirit of giving, Memorial Presbyterian is again
working with the Salvation Army in its annual
Adopt-a-Family program. Under this system, the
Salvation Army provides us with a list of area
families that they have identified as being able to use
some help with gift and grocery buying during the
Christmas season. Members and friends of MPC can
then select someone from the list to buy a gift for, or
make a donation toward the purchase of grocery
cards.

Sign-up sheets are currently available and will be in
the Narthex before and after each service through

December 6", or until all names are gone (whichever
comes first). All gifts will need to be returned to
church by Sunday, December 13 so they can be
inventoried and delivered to the Salvation Army in
time for the families to pick them up. Monetary
contributions are also welcome. If money is left over
after we purchase the grocery certificates for the
families we have adopted, it is sent to the Salvation
Army to assist others.

This year's Adopt-a-Family project is being
coordinated by Linda Keller, Betty Lockhart, Cori
Marinan, Liz Pierce, Beth Podlasek, Pat Spindler,
Kelly Truettner, and Michelle Werner.

-- Betty Lockhart

Warm Mittens

| wiggle my lefhand, | wiggle my right,
Inside of my mittens, so warm and tight.
| wiggle my pinkie, | wiggle my thumb,

So when | make snowballs, my hands don't get numb.

(Author unknowh
We all know and appreciate the comfort of soft and
warm winter accessories 1 hats, mittens, gloves,
scarves. (And if we are really lucky, we can get a
drink of hot chocolate to go along with them.) But
not everyone is that lucky. So, as we have done in so

many years past, MPCisagain s ponsoring
T r e’ieaoChristmas tree devoted to no decorations
Hel p Hei
*"{.-\-.-, ) For six decades, Heifer
\?:,_\ International has provided
® | millions of  struggling
HEIFER families with animals and

training, and then watched
as they passed on the gift of their new skills and
animal offspring to neighbors in need. This simple
act T often performed in emotional and poignant
ceremonies i has transformed countless lives and
communities. Passing on the gift creates a living
cycle of sustainability that develops community and
enhances self-esteem by allowing project participants
to become donors. As people share the offspring of
the animals, along with their knowledge, resources
and skills, an expanding network of hope, dignity and
self-reliance is created that reaches around the globe.

other than hats and mittens and gloves and scarves.
They can be handmade or purchased, big or small,
plain or fancy. The only requirement is that they be
warm.

The Mitten Tree is now in the Narthex, ready for
your donations. Just purchase or make something for
it, and feel the warmth in your heart knowing that
you are helping somebody else survive a Wisconsin
winter. Items collected will be donated to the
Cammitinityi Clothes @loset.

-- Betty Lockhart

fer APass on the

And it all begins with a simple act on your part. On a
Sunday morning in De c e mber |, i n

purchasing a flock of chicks, a share of a heifer, or
even a knitting basket, you contribute in such an
important way to passing on the gift. What better way
to live our Christian faith than by helping those who

want to help themselves? The people on your

Christmas list who already have so much will be so
grateful that struggling families have been helped by
your generosity.

L 4
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The Empty Chair around the Holiday Table

Many of us will be sitting down around the Christmas dinner table soon to celebrate shared family values and the

joys of being together at holiday ti me. I'n trut

empty chair or two, chairs filled last year withbe | oved family members or cl (
gone on to their next journey. As we look around, seeing the empty chairs, our hearts may be heavy. We should

keep in mind that our loved one may not be physically with us but the soul remains present to comfort and support

us. The following suggestions may make it easier to be together without the loved one we are missing:

Preparations a few days before the dinner:

e Talk about the | oved oneé. How wi | |dowemisk mastl abo
this person?
e Prepare the |l oved onebés favorite foods so th

The night before dinner:

e Leave the personds chair empty as a othibthefirstyaar
after that you wil!/l have created your f ami/l
their own.

e Light a candle to remember your loved one, placing it for all to see throughout the night.
e Place pictures around thom, along with those of other family members.

At dinner:
e Even before your opening prayer, have a briefreund bl e conver sati on. As
you miss about our | oved one?o T e ar slet gouramindg

wander back to special memories.

Perform acts of loving kindness in memory and honor of your loved one:
e Invite someone who is alone for the holiday as a special guest.
e Take presents from your loved one to a mission or hospital. Sharegl@mayhoy with others who need i

Be thankful for the life of your loved one and rejoice in the Birth of our Lord, who promises eternal life tg
believers!

Written by Christine Cornell, MPC Deacon and Hospice Volunteer
Excerpts from Rabbi Mel Glazer

New Books in the Church Library

Fred Gaines, professor emeritus of Lawrence, has
found a new calling in teaching creative writing to
inmates in the Outagamie County jail. His work with
this population has taught him much about the justice
system and those in incarceration. He has shared his
experience in Sunday morning adult education
classes and now has donated four books he has found
helpful. 1 encourage you to stop in sometime and
check them out!

Crossing the Yard: Thirty Years as a Prison
Volunteer, by Richard Shelton. Call Number 365.92
SHE

Dead Man Walking, by Sister Helen Prejean. Call
Number 364.6 PRE

The Innocent Man, by John Grisham. Call Number
345.7 GRI

True Notebooks: A Wr i t er 6 s
Mark Salzman. Call Number 808.04 SAL

Y e aby

L 4
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Stewardship- Why Now?

As this is being written, it is mid-November and
MPC is just over a week away from concluding the
four weeks of the Celebrate the Gift stewardship
program. | confess, as chair of Stewardship this year,
it has been a challenge to encourage you to give
money and think Stewardship at a time so deep with
emotion in our church and in such a difficult
economy.

|l 6ve been asked
Stewardship at a ti me
would use this Stewardship Chimesarticle to answer
that question.

| am the prover bi al icup hhavk fo
be in order to get up each morning and go about my
day. As a parent who has lost a child, not a day
passes that [ donot
back to March 10, 2005, hit the delete button and
restart the story for a differentending.| c.an o6t

In the |l oss of our
still had a choice. | had a choice to come to church
and be with my church family on the Sunday after
Liz died or stay at home. | came to church. | had a
choice to celebrate LI
chose (and still do chose) to celebrate her life. | had a
choice to be angry at the survivors of the accident or
embrace their survival and love them so they could
live their lives. | chose to embrace and love them.

The members of my church, Memorial Presbyterian,
are in very much the same place | was as | mourned

S e v dinka | bestawed $n each tflaso w

the loss of my daughter. We are a church in pastoral
transition and it is important to recognize that each of
us have uniquely individual feelings about where we
are in that journey. Like with the loss of a loved one,
the emotions in our church family run the gamut from
one extreme to the
points in between. As our family learned, that range
of feeling is okay 1 it reflects the individuality of our
relationships and the uniqueness that God has
can you t

ke this?0 So |
It was a year ago when we set the dates for our
Stewardship program for the 2009 calendar year. We
wanted to end at

without asking for money.

wi s h Our ¢huch stilllneeds aunfihankial tommitments afid e

our time commitments to do its work. In fact, we
need those commitments now more than ever. Our
committee sincerely feels that the Celebrate the Gifts

to help us start looking beyond the things that divide
us and find the things that bring us commonality.

havenot compl eted a
please do. With every fiber of who | am, | believe in
this congregation. | believe that even in transition, we
have much to offer e

empty.

-- Emily Guttenberg, Stewardship Chair

Hands and Feet of God

A word of thanks to everyone in the congregation
who contributed to or participated, in whatever way
they were able, in the recognition luncheon and gifts
for Pastor Chuck and his family. We recognize that it
has been a difficult time for everyone, but it is a
testament to the fundamental goodness and strength

of this community that so many, many chose to be a
part of this effort for the sake of a pastor and a family

deserving of a gracious and appreciative farewell. We
hope that in doing what you were able on behalf of
Pastor Chuck, you yourself found a measure of
reconciliation and comfort. We know we did.

Yours in Christ,
The Recognition Luncheon Planners

Salvation Army Needs Your Help

Christmas month -a t i me of
people and share our gifts with the Salvation Army as

L 4

gi vi n g inthelBilicd gory. iCamnedwadods, éaundry supplies,

breakfast would be

appreciated.

items, and baby foods
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Christmas Pansettia Order Form

Amount Enclosed: $

If you would like to contribute money toward decorating our church with poinsettias and greens for
the Christmas services, please fill out this form and return it to the church office with your check by
Tuesday December22 at 12:00noon. You may contribute any amount; all contributions will be
recognized in the Christmas worship service bulletins.

(The approximate cost of one plant is $13.00.)

YOUR Please make checks payable to MPC and note "Christmas Decorations” in the memo portion of the

check.
POINSETTIAS PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY!

From:

In memory of:

In honor of:

If you would like to take a poinsettia plant home with you after the 10:00 p.m. Candlelight Service on Christmas

Eve, please indicate below:

6 Yes, | would like to take a poinsettia plant home with me after the 10:00 p.m. service.
A No, | do not want to take a plant home. (All extra poinsettias will be donated to Appleton Moose Lodge #367
for their free Christmas dinner. The plants will be used for door prizes and raffle items.)

My Name:

Email Address:

Daytime Telephone Number:

(If you have any questions, please call the church office all78%.)

Chancel Flower Poster Ready for Signing

The brand-new 2010 flower poster will be up and
ready soon! Located just outside the church office
door, the poster indicates what Sundays are available
for you to contribute chancel flowers in honor or in
memory of a loved one. You can sign up on the
poster, or call the church office at 734-1787 to see
what Sundays are avail
out the green form provided, or call the church office
to provide information on what type and color of
flowers you would like, and if you would like to take

the flowers home or have the deacons distribute
them. Typically, the church office orders the flowers
from Riverside Florist; you then send a check in
payment for the flowers directly to MPC. If you
prefer, you may also order the flowers yourself from
Riverside or another florist, or even bring an

a b | agrangeniertt ef seasahad flodvers frémoyoug gartden!'t o

The congregation so enjoys the flowers each week
during the worship service, and they add a wonderful
element to our worship every Sunday.

f

Weekenders

The Weekendersoé gat her i nghosptalizatiSnawewil thsiead meet Bt éheckurt ia r
19" at 10: 00 a. m. A n othe downstairse kitdhena where hve wiMla baken a n s €

1
as originally schedul ed, due QGhréstmas odakiesf e 6 s

L 4
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With any | uc k,

we

w oratoddtbreaking v e
snowfall amounts this year that we did last year! But
no matter the amount, we can guarantee that our
sidewalks, streets, and yes, parking lots, will be
slippery. When you arrive for church on a wintery

Wi

Parents 2

nt er 6s

Co mi

We invite all young children and their parents to join
our play dates, which are held the 2nd and 4th
Tuesdays of the month from 9:30 a.m. 7 11:00 a.m.

Our December events are:

December 8" -We 6 | |
Christmas party. We 6 1 |

m eclaurich parler fortah e
|l ot s

have

Chri st mas

ng!

carol s

and
also have crafts, treats and a gift exchange ($5.00).

Suriday morning, please keep in mind that there are
those who are not as nimble on their feet any more.
Please consider parking on the street and save those
choice parking lots spaces for those who are not able
to walk very far on slippery surfaces. Thank you.

read:i

December 22™ i No Meeting. Merry Christmas and

safe travels, everyone!

bldw fadesuare alwayis wedcome! g Come when you
can; leave when you must. Hope to see you soon!

have to

Congregational Survey

Heal t hy

nf ormati on
Congregations
encouraged to borrow a copy and discover for yourself what all the talk is all about.

can

be
i s

The results of the survey conducted in February and March and a detailed analysis are available in the church
library. One member commented, i Th e i depressi

hel ping

Church History

Calling all history buffs! We have boxes of photos,
scrapbooks, newspaper clippings, and other materials
dating back decades in the life of Memorial Church.
We are looking to form a task force of 3-5 people,
working at their own pace, who would be willing to

sift through this potentially historic memorabilia and
organize it so it can be preserved and enjoyed by
future generations. If this sounds like a projecty o u 6 d
be interested in, please contact Linda Boldt in the

church office, 734-1787

|l ntroduci ngeé

Rita Oestreichmoved
back to the Midwest
from Bath, New York,
where she worked and
cared for her mother
for 20 years. Rita is an
ordained Elder and
Deacon in the
Presbyterian Church,
has served on a
presbytery committee

on ministry, and most recently, served on the
triennial
gatherings of the Presbyterian Women. Her work
experience includes jobs in office administration in a
school system, a museum, and the garment industry,

planning committee for

as wel | as

the national

wor k as

a

Chi ef

office. She enjoys our Thursday morning Bible
Study. She also enjoys cooking, gardening, and
sewing. | hope you will find an opportunity to
introduce yourself to Rita and make a new friend.
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The Unhappy Pastorate

It was not a happy pastorate. Shortly after the new
pastor arrived, members began leaving. After only
two years, the Session, quietly and off the record,
asked the pastor to begin looking for another call.
Three years later, he was still in the pulpit and
membership had now dropped from 360 active
members when he arrived to an alarming 287.
Among those leaving 7 and not because they were
moving out of town T were three Session members.
The trustees, responsible for the financial health of
the church, had run out of patience. They sent a letter
to the Session urging them to ask the pastor to leave,
with or without a new call. At their next Session
meeting, el ders asked

gave him a six-month deadline to vacate the pulpit.

Session minutes donodt
but there are clues that give rise to some interesting
speculation. When the previous pastor left, there was
no interim pastor hired, nor was there any period of
reflection or long-range planning that would have
charted the course of the congregation going forward.
Instead, the congregation forged ahead and elected a
pastor nominating committee the same day they
voted to dissolve the relationship with the outgoing
pastor i a mere seven days after he announced he
was taking another position. Three months later, the
pastor nominating committee was presenting a
candidate.

Surprisingly and troubling, enthusiasm for the
candidate was tepid at best. There were questions
about his health and why he wanted to leave his
present position. When the vote to issue him a call
was taken, the count was 37 for and 18 against 1
hardly a ringing endorsement. A motion was made to
eliminate him from further consideration, but that
failed on a vote of 20 for to 30 against. Despite the
divided votes, the candidate declared that he was
eager to accept the call. A final decision was put off
and another congregational meeting was held two
weeks later. The results were not much better. On the
motion of whether or not to go ahead with the call,
the vote was 46 for and 28 against. Still, the
congregation extended the call and the unhappy
pastorate began.

What went wrong? Maybe he was just a lousy
pastor. The letter from the trustees sites the poor
quality of his sermons.

f

r e aféell apxiows »and lidentifind the meavtpastbr asptiee n e d |,

(0]
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Maybe the church was caught in a perfect storm of
unfortunate events. Those years were a period of
economic downturn and many members had to move
out of town or tighten their belts.

Maybe the congregation moved too quickly in calling
another pastor. Maybe they were still grieving the
loss of their former pastor and became disenchanted
when the new pastor turned out not to be a
reincarnation of the former pastor.

Maybe there were already deep divisions in the
congregation that were not addressed before the new

pastorhagivegh @hs vote to @xtendra eal sugpaestaa i o n

strong difference of opinion. Or maybe, lacking a
clear vision or sense of direction, members began to

cause of their distress. It could be any or all of these
reasons.

So, why am 1 telling you all of this? Clearly, this is
an unhappy chapter in the life of a congregation and
not one they would love to have retold. Why?
Because that church is us. Yes, this is the history of
Memorial Presbyterian Church between July 16,
1928 and January 29, 1934.

What are the lessons we can take away from this
story?

First, t hat w e donot
probably never will. As we have been learning in the
Healthy Congregation workshops, a church is a
complex emotional system, so a lot of issues, as well
as strong feelings, were undoubtedly factors in this
situation.

Second, isthati t 6 s
departing pastor and allow time to for the
congregation to grieve the loss before beginning a
search for a replacement. Otherwise, a congregation
can put unrealistic, impossible expectations on the
new pastor.

Third,is thati t 6s real |l y i
you are and where you want to go before you begin
to look for someone to lead you there. A clear sense
of purpose will energize and focus the pastoral search
process.

Fourth, is i t 6 s equally i
address differences among the members of the
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congregation. Failing to do so before calling a new
pastor is a recipe for disaster for both the pastor and
the congregation. Having the courage to do so
enables the congregation to unite behind a new pastor
when he or she arrives.

Fifth, is that sometimes elders have to make tough
decisions. The Session members who asked the
pastor to leave in 1934 were not vindictive
malcontents, but committed members of Memorial
faced with a difficult decision. Three of those elders
remained active members of Memorial until their
deaths in the 1960s and 70s. | knew one of them

|t

Tur k €hgtagdimmWe 6 | |

wo ulChmatsthna s

personally and he was held in high regard as the
voice of wisdom and experience within the
congregation.

Finally, and most importantly, that the church, our
church, survived that crisis and, painful though it
was, ultimately recovered and even thrived. And so
will we - IF we are all willing to pitch in and do the
hard work that is beforeus. We 6 ve doned
we can do it again. We need
need them now. | encourage all of you to join
together to begin to write the next, Spirit-led chapter
of Memorial Presbyterian Church.

-- Linda Boldt
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We Remember Christmas

A Holiday Concert with David Meulemans & Friends
Enjoy an evening of timeless songs of the season and some new favorites!

\

Wednesday December 30
7:00 p.m.
Memorial Presbyterian Church
Free admission with donation of nonperishable food item for the Salvation Army of the Fox Cities

MPC is so pleased to host this holiday concert
featuring David Meulemans and other guest
performers. David is a professional singer and actor
who was born and raised in the Fox Valley, and
received his bachel or
Lawrence University. While he now resides in
Florida, many area residents remember him singing
in concerts and musicals throughout the Fox Valley
in the late 1980s and early 90s. D a v i baadtigul
baritone-tenor voice and stage presence have led
many to compare him to such talents as Andrea

Bocelli, Josh Groban and even Frankee Vallee! To

get just a taste of what we will be treated to in this

concert, visit his web site at
www.davidmeulemans.com. Following the concert, a
firesidegeceptien will be held m the parlor, whenrya m

will have the opportunity to meet David and the other
performers and purchase D a v i GD@ IsRemember
ChristmasDo n 6t mi ss this wonde!
savor the holiday season by spending an evening

enjoying beautiful music with your friends!

Heifer Sunday School

On Sunday, December 6, the four year old through
2nd grade Sunday school class will have a special
lesson on Heifer International. This class will be led
by Ellen and Elizabeth Braatz. We will explain to the
children about what Heifer International does, how
MPC is involved and how they can help. In

November, we distributed chi | dr eno s bar
calendars - AFi I Il ing the Ark. o 1
continue filling their banks until Christmas. Make

sure your child comes to learn about this important

mission project of our church.

Fall Clean-up Day

A grand total of 25 hardworking MPC folks appeared
on a chilly October morning to partake in the annual
ritual
the whole morning working on projects, inside and
outside, to clean up and get the church ready for the
long winter. What tasks, you may ask, could keep so
many people occupied? Well, here goes: clean
refrigerator grill over the stove, clean door fronts in
the kitchen, replace light bulbs all over the place,
wipe handprints off of walls and woodwork, remove
scuffs from wall pillars, dust beams of parlor ceiling,
dust and vacuum window sills, repair cabinet
hardware, remove tape residue from cabinet doors,
clean all door grills throughout the building, vacuum
draperies, clean out gutters, repair parking lot light,
wash doors inside and out, trim bushes and foliage,

ofuph Fady. 0Cl eBwner y oitenss, Icleap t offioeu ssypplies

rake leaves,
baseboards,

repair loose vinyl
vacuum upholstered

cupboard, straight e n up
closet inside, rearrange outdoor
closet for winter use, clean nicks
and scratches in elevator, wash
windows, tune up snow blower,
arrange tool sé.

Laurie McCulloch
prepares to fire up
the leaf blower on
Fall clearup day!

few! So just what did these hardy
souls receive in return for their
efforts? The satisfaction of
knowing that the church is cleaner
and brighter for their efforts, and, oh vyes, free
donutd! A big thank-you to everyone!!

-- The Property Action Group
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Current and Upcoming Adult Education

"Advent, For Those Who Waited" is our four-part
Advent study, with study materials from i Tie
Thoughtful Christian. dtudy materials are available
in class, or at the church office. The study begins in
Isaiah with the prophecy of a Savior and takes us
through to Elizabeth and Mary as they await their
babies. Join us any or all Sundays. Dates are Dec. 6,
Dec. 13 and Dec. 20.

In January, Adult Education will run a three-part
series of Religion and the Arts with Kathy Privatt,
Michelle Marr, and Lee Parker. More information
will be in the January Chimes but do plan to join us
for Jan. 10, Jan. 17 and Jan. 24.

If you have Adult Christian Education topics you
would like to see addressed in our Sunday morning
education time, please contact Lynne Selle, Shirley
Collins, or Pastor Sara with your ideas.

The Dignity of Every Person

Dignity is central to the mission of the Fox Valley

Warming Shelter. MPC will participate again this

year in the Shelteros

each p &he srgamzation provides overnight

temporary shelter to homeless adult men and women.

The Fox Valley Warming Shelter believes that:

1. All human beings have the right to meet their
basic human needs for food, clothing and shelter.

2. Each person should be treated with respect and
dignity.

3. The presence of God dwells in every human
being.

The Warming Shelter picks up homeless individuals
at a downtown Appleton location each evening and
transports them to a host church. The Shelter
provides bedding at the host church and trained staff
to oversee the overnight operation. Volunteers

ef fort to

provide an evening meal, prepare a light breakfast
and assist staff.

preserve
This year, 27 area churches are participating as hosts
and partners in the Warming Shelter. Because of our
commitment to Project Bridges, MPC does not
provide a facility. Instead, we provide volunteers who
assist at other churches. For the week of December
27, 2009 to January 2, 2010, MPC will partner with
Trinity Lutheran Church (located in downtown
Appleton). We will also partner with Emmanuel
United Methodist (across the street from us) during
the week of March 21-27, 2010.

Beginning in early December, sign-up sheets will be
posted in the Narthex. Serve a meal or assist the
Shelter staff as an overnight hospitality volunteer.
Helping a homeless person through another night is
an experience that you will remember.

December Lectionary

Second Sunday of Advent
December 6, 2009
Luke 1:68-79
Malachi 3:1-4
Luke 3:1-6
Philippians 1:3-11

Third Sunday of Advent
December 13, 2009
Isaiah 12:2-6
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Luke 3:7-18
Philippians 4:4-7

Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 20, 2009
Psalm 80:1-7
Micah 5:2-5a
Luke 1:39-45 (46-55)
Hebrews 10:5-10

First Sunday of Christmas
December 27, 2009
Psalm 148
1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26
Luke 2:41-52
Colossians 3:12-17

*

L 4

December 2009

CHIMES

Page 13 of 16

Athe digni



QgL 'sussaq slej yoequineg _ .
WiN IIIH A8g ssng Yeuor plog epun lenueyy Bad 'ssng [1eN 'ssng UAGOY wir Apsuusy fop ¥00:01 £g 98Qd
Jaljeys uuing Aliwe4 pue EIIVETS
: : SUBLIOOT
Wi Wi Wi wiN WiN Jayjeys wil 'preiybii L8 SUeLI007 1bne|pued
usy ‘pleiubi sueig 2 aine Wd00:01 ahg
SELNSLIYD
Suejus|eps 48| L BuBUB|BAA 7S Allwie RIS ¥Z 08Q
J SLEUZIN
WiN WiN wiN wiN WiN IpleH "Asuey o Uop % Ueplop filiwed
JouuoD) 'AsUey| 3o Ledy BIne 9 Yep NdOS:
duwen X
Wi WiN wiN agl plog wog uep, A10D 'dwed uep Assed |lehLy 567 85179 UOTIA V0011
‘BpUYIO LBSS ‘BplUd|IS) WX ’ . Aepung
==l
[[BUI0D) L0SUBARIS aLEr 0z 980
N augsuy [ R Qmm_%wso segesiog | usowhy sweey eyzon | oS el Werg
-Uooea(] : 2 Wo| 'Ydsieo( sneq
pUE|LIn Aalel|FoN WBLIAA Us|[F LIS Uy :
b b ki faUeN Uefy LONES ALISP "L0SIa1] AJBI LIS Hey Splemp4 aLI3 V00,1 g8
SEUSUYD
§,UsJpyo
foziaH 1j05.180(] 2 RITHOS afipoq oDy . ¢l 080
W/ [eSN WOl abpoQ wed UBSNS Sap|NYIS [SELDIN Alolod hricy
LeuueH allejy Aop : ; pIeyoIy
LBLUBIY JBAA 'UBLIBJY ULy B Us7
%%Mwm_ﬂmm_ e 1plog
; E/N wiN wiN WiN A3 ‘uosieled Uslieq af14 ebliosg s W00 L1
JoUET S U0 'Uoslalad Uag 'afl4 BInen Bd® 00
[esl Wol
9 %ed
pal[TV[Be] flaquanng afianz Aoed] 'efenz axiy usyD Hueld ;
usyD Ie|les ged 3 Led A i L ‘SUBH|IL 8NP ‘susy|IL Lip AR 7 19199 Vg
LBLIMOg Wie
slanleg SlaAlsg JUBISISSY slepeay 801AI8G
LIOILUNWILLOY) 86JJ00) yadnyadepury | pien Jefeld R e Al ARLETRESR R Jo 8w Sed

600Z Jaqwada( - sleajunjop Buiulop Aepung Jo anpayas

o
v

CHIMES Page 14 of 16

December 2009




|
i i
i i H
| suep sBuly) LIV - wepE:s H funesly 3eis - WegL 69 © smeas - wdzl
ﬁ 2] 423, MaN ] H8ssu0) feproy - wdy LAWOA SMAN POCY) - WEDE!Y sAg Ay - wdy H diysiopm wWe 4001 _
A o 82 T Wea
Aueg ubiy g - wdg
ubingsiig @ g9 - wdzL
: m uol2alle) AWy ucneaeg _
H soialag Wbiatpuen - wdgy : OV P3 UnpyY - wdogig ﬁ GuLispo Aor amr&w_._s&
| an1a18g Aweg - wdpgiy H Buizsay JBIS - WeQl [ A=pung mﬁﬁcmuu
( feq sewisuyd Ji[ aAF SEWSLIYY ) JjeyD jeausy) - wds UDWOF SMON POCS - WEQEIg d-Buis 19 ad - WepE:§ m snpayss Soy L § mvumu
ozt 5z | vz} | ez zz iz o0z
Hujurea} 1apia - wdgg:y B3 suooraq - wd; Hed uBIK rg - wdg
saag Bunpnp - wdyp ! funsay yeig - wegy ofesiyy @ go - wdz
i
spaeyg rakesd - wdy dulpea sewIyD - weg Buig uwAY - WeQegig
! Siapuayaap - Weg) Lpmig s|qtg - weg Jloyp [eaueys - wdy ang siuoday jenuuy - weg 9y Yszesnng votssiy - widg _ a\npayag Bay 1| ¥ 58 _
[esIEayay EIRILED » WEE Apnig a|qIg s,usluopg - Weg suey sBury) |py - wegg:g 1zeny [emindg - wdglig UBWIGAR SMBN POOE) - WEPEIG OV [emsuay quisy - wdy — werfolg S,UsIpIYD++i+ _
LBl 81 Li 9L | i Sl i £
5]18€ apBRUNUBYAN - wdg) ) By wvoisssg - wdglos
9v Apadald - wdpgig swea) 18p|3 - wdpgg HSI4 U ir - wdogg
Hoys jreg - wdg Suyeay Heig - wept fulg josen - wdy
Apnig 21q!g - weg noyn |souRyD - wd Z sjuaded - WEREIE |0 @ aownieg - wdggy |f usjunwwey |
; yoy Boig s,uaipyn - weg suod sbuyy iy - weggi 1sanp jenjndy - wdgiig A UBWGAL SMEN POOD - WEQL S oy diysmopag - wdy (F s|npayag Foy ¢} 3§ 578 |
| i
— — —_— . — —_— "
LB [ a1 & 2 L ¢ g
Dy diysiopm - wd,
51199 spRULEBYD - WG speujweys - wdy
1oy (1eg - wdg 32 suapIND - wdagig
saag Bupying - wdy oy jeuuosiad - wdsyig
H Aprug stq)g - wes Aoy [sTueyD - ey Bujiealy H4eIS - wegl m 1aAg JUaARY |
. Suasin ayyjo HuBuey - wdg Apnig 91qQig S,UDWOM, ~ WEE suon sHUIYL IV - WEQL:9 Iseny jeniuids - wdspig URIOA SMBN POOD) - WEQE:Y Bulures) J9p|3 ~ wdog:g ﬁ a|npayag Bay LL 9 skip ~
s v ! I z Lo T8z}

Aepinmes
(sw1] [e11ua3) 6002 930

Keplrd

AEpsany)

Aepsaupapy

Aepsany

Aepuoy

ABPUBIRD D, U0 Yoife pue Bloruoisiddeususilgsadieliowsii mam 0] 0B ‘sejepdn Jepusiea Auep 104

600¢ d38W3030

Aepung
Jepuaied ddi

v

CHIMES Page 15 of 16

December 2009




Memorial Presbyterian Church

803 East College Ave.
Appleton, W1 54911-5697

Non Profit Org
U.S. Postage
PAID
APPLETON, WI
Permit No. 56

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

b
o

And suddenly there was with the an
multitude of the heavenly host, praisil
and saying,

0Glory to God i
and on earth peac

May the miracle of the first Christmas fi
hearts with joy and peace during this hol

From the Staff of Memorial Presbyterian
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