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―Singing the Unsung 

Jesus‖ was the theme for 

the Washington Island 

Forum I attended at the end 

of June. My original attraction to the forum was the 

promise of meeting John Bell, a musician with the 

Iona Community’s Wild Goose Worship Group, but 

as it turned out he was not able to be present. In his 

place, Dr. Ken Nafziger, who was the music editor 

for the recent Mennonite Hymnal, led an amazing 

week of singing and reflecting on the life of Jesus. 

 

In his opening presentation, Dr. Hafziger wondered 

how different the church would look today if its first 

centuries were spent, not hammering out the 

theological intricacies of the Creed, but in trying to 

embody Mary’s song upon learning that the child to 

be born to her would be the Messiah. The Creed, he 

noted, moves quickly from Jesus’ birth to his 

crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension. Yet it is his 

life, and participating in that life, that is in the end 

transforming for those who believe. Living the life of 

Christ, embodying his teachings, is in the end the true 

call of the church, and not mounting some intellectual 

defense of his divinity! 

 

What was it that was so radical about Jesus?  What 

happened between that birth and that cross that so 

upset the religious establishment that they had to put 

him to death?  Dr. Nafziger’s almost casual response 

was ―he ate with the wrong people.‖  We as a church 

get embroiled in so much that was marginal to Jesus, 

yet if you look at his life and miracles, his day-to-day 

activities as recorded in the gospel, what do you 

discover?   

 

He taught, and healed, and ate. He forgave sins and 

confronted the religious leaders and he ate. He spent 

a lot of time in prayer, and he ate. He ate at wedding 

feasts and at table with people no one else would sit 

with. When thousands came to listen to him, his final 

concern was that they all sit down and eat together, 

and he was not dissuaded by the disciples when he 

learned there were only a few fish and a couple 

loaves of bread. He had them all sit down, and he fed 

them. When he had to sum up what it was all about 

for his disciples, he took a loaf and a cup, and 

insisted that every time they broke bread, they 

remember. When he rose, it was at table that he 

revealed himself to his disciples, and their hearts 

burned within them. What got Jesus in trouble was 

that he ate with the wrong people. 

 

Throughout the month of August, our scriptures in 

worship point us insistently at that table, and it has 

me hoping that in the course of the month we all 

might find a way of claiming our own place at that 

table—struggling to come to grips with what it means 

that of all the things the church could or might be in 

this world, it is clear for Jesus that the first thing it 

must be is a gathering of strangers formed into a 

family through shared bread and wine. Each Sunday 

we will explore a little more about what this all might 

mean, but I would like to invite you to let it spill over 

into your Monday through Saturday lives, as well.  

 

I’d invite you, every time you eat, to think of how 

what you are doing does or does not help you to 

embody all Mary sang for when she learned just who 

this child was who was tumbling in her womb. When 

you start your day with a cup of coffee, when you 

grab a candy bar off the counter at the filling station, 

when you join at table with your family, as you sit in 

the pews and pass bread and cup, and gather on the 

front porch for lemonade and cookies—what happens 

to your life if every one of these moments is an 

instance of Christ’s presence in your life? 

 

Taste, and see that the Lord is Good!  Happy are 

those who take refuge in him.” (Psalm 34:8) 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Chuck 
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Worship in August 
 

Our lectionary readings throughout the month of 

August lead us through Jesus’ long discourse in the 

Gospel of John following the feeding of the 5000, 

and a sustained reflection on the Lord’s Supper, and 

our identity as the Body of Christ. These readings 

will provide the core of our worship throughout the 

month, ―kneading‖ the images as we grow into a 

deeper understanding of what it means that we are 

first and last a community that joins around a 

common table to claim the gift of life spread there in 

our living Savior. 

 

August 2. Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

Psalm 51:1-12 , 2 Samuel 11:26-12:13a , Ephesians 

4:1-16 , John 6:24-35  

Pastor Sara will lead us to the Table as Jesus chided 

the people who came out into the wilderness after the 

feeding of the 5000, not because their souls longed 

for what Jesus had to offer, but because their bellies 

were full. As we join in Communion it’s important 

for us to consider what it is that we are truly hungry 

for. 

 

August 9. Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Psalm 130 , 2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33 , Ephesians 

4:25-5:2 , John 6:35, 41-51 

As we continue with Jesus’ discourse from John we 

are reminded that what is ours in Christ does not fit 

into the timelines and calendars that often hold us 

captive. Though we often come to church looking for 

a way to get us through the day or the week, we are 

reminded that what God offers in Christ is the Bread 

of Eternity. How would we live differently if we truly 

believed that in Jesus we are children of forever? 

 

August 16. 11th Sunday after Pentecost 

Psalm 111, 1 Kings 2:10-12, 3:3-14, Ephesians 5:15-

20, John 6:51-58 

One of the unfortunate legacies of the Reformation is 

a continuing argument over the nature of Christ’s 

presence in the elements of communion. As we listen 

to the Gospel this morning, the language is jarring:  

―Eat my flesh…Drink my blood.‖  We tend to want 

to spiritualize it all, but the fact is that the core acts of 

Christian worship are grounded in the most visceral 

of images. It is a messy proposition, and yet a 

reflection of the fact that God in Christ did not act to 

free souls from this evil world, but to reclaim and 

redeem all creation. 

 

August 23. 12th Sunday after Pentecost 

 Psalm 84 , 1Kings  8:(1, 6, 10-11), 22-30, 41-43, 

Ephesians 6:10-20 , John 6:56-69  

Continuing with Jesus’ teaching we listen in on the 

disciples who struggle with all Jesus had to say. 

―This teaching is difficult. Who can accept it?‖ they 

complained. Yes, the gift of God’s saving presence is 

free, but it may well be the most expensive free meal 

you’ve ever been offered. But it is Peter who 

stumbles on the truth:  ―Lord, to whom shall we go?  

You have the words of eternal life.‖ 

 

August 30. 13th Sunday after Pentecost 

 Psalm 45:1-2, 6-9, Song of Solomon 2:8-13, James 

1:17-27 , Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

As our summer draws to a close our Gospel lessons 

shift to Mark, but continue on the theme of the 

church as a table fellowship. As Scribe and Pharisee 

were offended at Jesus’ choice of tablemates, he 

stands fast, insisting that it is just to those who so 

offended the religious leadership that the Kingdom 

would be given—not to those who profess with their 

lips, but to those who do the will of God. 
 

Within These Welcoming Walls 
 

Our sanctuary and our beautiful windows provide a 

wonderful space for worship and welcome. The 

architecture, art, and furnishings speak to the beliefs 

and practices that the congregation of Memorial 

Presbyterian Church holds most dear. On Sunday, 

August 16
th
, we will be offering a 15 - 20 minute 

tour. Visitors and members alike are invited to meet 

in the sanctuary immediately following the postlude. 

Look for Linda Boldt  in the purple hat, and find out 

what our walls would say if they could talk. 

Questions?  Contact Linda Boldt in the church office, 

734-1787. 

 

http://www.crivoice.org/psa51.html
http://www.crivoice.org/lectionary/YearB/Bproper13ot.html#John 6:24#John 6:24
http://www.crivoice.org/lectionary/YearB/Bproper14ot.html#text#text
http://www.crivoice.org/lectionary/YearB/Bproper15ot.html#text#text
http://www.crivoice.org/lectionary/YearB/Bproper15ot.html#John#John
http://www.crivoice.org/lectionary/YearB/Bproper16ot.html#text#text
http://www.crivoice.org/lectionary/YearB/Bproper16ot.html#John 6:56#John 6:56
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Inquirer Class 
 

If you are considering membership in Memorial 

Presbyterian Church, or, if you’re just curious about 

this church, this class is a great opportunity to learn 

more about our people, programs, and activities. 

Offered once a month, the class alternates between 

two agendas, which together provide a good 

preparation for membership. This month’s class 

focuses on Presbyterian beliefs. Pastors Chuck and 

Sara will be on hand to answer some of your thornier 

questions. The class will begin at 6:30 p.m. on 

Thursday, August 20
 
in the Parlor with a simple meal 

and good conversation. Reservations would be 

appreciated. Child care can be arranged, if requested 

ahead of time. Call the church office at 734-1787. 

Please indicate any food allergies. Hope to see you 

there! 

 

Parents2 and Weekenders 
 

We’re excited about our play dates for August and 

we’d love to have you and your little ones come play 

with us! 

 

Parents2 Play dates   

 August 11
th
 Sunset Park. Meet at Noon for lunch 

at the playground area. Swimming begins at 

12:30 p.m. 

 August 25
th
 Ice Cream Social in the Church 

Parlor from 9:30 - 11:00 a.m. Everybody bring 

their favorite sundae topping! 

The Weekenders  

Mark your calendars for Saturday, August 8
th
, when 

we’ll travel to the Menominee Park Zoo in Oshkosh. 

We’ll meet at MPC at 10:00 a.m. so we can carpool. 

RSVP to Beth Podlasek so we can plan the carpools 

and know to wait for you. 

 

Are you on Facebook?  Let us know and we can 

invite you to join The Weekenders & Parents2 groups 

for news and updates. Hope to see you soon! 

 

Paper! Scissors! Scrapbook! 
 

Quite a number of you have told me that you enjoy 

scrapbooking, so I was wondering if there would be 

any interest in forming an MPC scrapbooking group. 

I can envision a group that would meet to work on 

individual projects or possibly work on group 

projects, such as creating a scrapbook of church 

events or creating pages celebrating milestone 

birthdays among our members, or you name it!! We 

have materials donated by Tracey Hornung and loads 

of old MPC photos to get us started, but we’ll need 

your ideas and enthusiasm to make it happen.  

 

Interested?  Intrigued?  Call Linda Boldt in the 

church office at 734-1787 by August 16
th
 to let her 

know of your interest and such things as whether you 

prefer morning, afternoon, or evening; which days of 

the week work for you; how often you would like to 

meet; what wonderful ideas you have for projects; 

and so forth. Hope to hear from you soon!   

 

Readers Theatre 
 

Thespians!  We have collected several short 2-5 

person scripts that tie into the lectionary and the 

church school curriculum. With a minimum of 

preparation and staging, these skits could be ready for 

presentation to the congregation this fall. Scripts are 

available for preview in the Lay Ministry 

Coordinator’s office. Just sign the check-out list to 

indicate which scripts are in your possession. When 

you return them, jot down a note or two about which 

ones you’d like to see us perform. Call Linda Boldt in 

the church office at 734-1787 or talk to Sheldon 

Hampton, if you have questions or suggestions. 
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Church Library Book Review 
 

The Gifts of Christmas, by Rachel Hartmann 

123 pages 

Call Number: 394. HAR 

The gifts of wonder, joy, music, celebration, 

remembrance, and loving preparation are covered and 

described through the birth of Christ. This book is a 

good read, although a little long. -Valerie Bayer 

 

Lord, Let Me Love, by Marjorie Holmes 

268 pages 

Call Number: 242.2  HOL 

This is a book with many different kinds of prayers 

about love. Self-love, family love, mom’s love, and 

God’s love are just a few of the many chapters. Her 

prayers center on what is needed for the occasion. - 

Valerie Bayer 

 

If you are interested in reading either of these books, 

you can check them out from our church library. Just 

write your name and the date on the check-out card, 

found in the pocket inside the book. Place the 

completed card in the Circulation Tray located on top 

of the AV cabinet, behind the door to the library.  

 

 

Hands and Feet of God 
 

I love getting together with my family, don’t you?  

Shared experiences, shared meals, shared laughs 

make for great memories and a strengthening of the 

ties that bind us together. That goes for my church 

family as well. I enjoy worshiping with my church 

family and am enriched by working with individuals 

and groups on various ministries throughout the 

church. I also treasure the times when I can just kick 

back and have fun with my church family and enjoy 

their company. 

 

We’ve had a lot of wonderful opportunities to do just 

that these past several months, thanks to the work of 

the Fellowship Action Group. First there were the 

three Fellowship Dinners, where small groups of 

people met in each others’ homes for dinner, with 

suggested menus provided by the action group. In 

February, there was family sledding - on fresh snow, 

no less!  The young adults were hosted at a dinner in 

April with babysitting provided by the Senior High 

youth. There were two events in June: watching the 

annual Flag Day Parade together on June 13
th
 and 

attending a Milwaukee Brewers’ game on June 27
th
. 

Most recently, we gathered at the Fox Cities Stadium 

for a tailgating party and a Timber Rattlers game. 

 

These events don’t just happen. It takes a dedicated 

bunch of fun-loving people, willing to put the time 

and effort into planning, publicizing, and 

coordinating all the details to make these special 

events happen. Fortunately, we have such a bunch in 

the Fellowship Action Group. Chaired by Nancy 

Umland, the committee of Beth Podlasek, Stacy 

Carson, and Hope Atwater (along with a great 

supporting cast of helpers) has helped us relearn how 

to have fun together. These good times have helped 

us strengthen the ties that bind us together as a 

church family. For their ministry to the health and 

happiness of this congregation, we thank the 

Fellowship Action Group for being the Hands and 

Feet of God. 

 

Is This Your Call? 
 

The Nominating Committee of MPC has begun its 

work of calling people in our church family to serve 

as Elders, Deacons, Nominating Committee 

members, and Auditors for 2010. If you know of 

people who have expressed an interest in serving, or 

if you have an interest, please contact one of the 

committee members. The current year nominating 

committee members include Kevin Loomans, Chair, 

Alice Baumbach, Judy Gaines, Carol Foss, Meeilei 

Chen, Sally Mielke and Tracey Hornung. Please 

remember this committee in your prayers that they 

may successfully discern and call the best people for 

the life and ministry of this church. If you are asked 

to serve in one of these positions of leadership, please 

consider prayerfully their request and be led by the 

Holy Spirit in your decision. They will be most 

appreciative! 
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News of Our Members and Friends 
 

We extend our deepest sympathies to Sylvia Rich, 

whose mother, Edith Dimmick, passed away in early 

June. Edith had resided in Appleton for the last two 

years, after moving here from Northern Minnesota 

where she and her husband, Robert, enjoyed 30 years 

of retirement on a beautiful wooded lakeshore on Big 

Wolf Lake. Edith, an accomplished seamstress and 

avid gardener, is deeply missed by her daughter and 

grandchildren.  

 

We are happy to report that congratulations are in 

order for several families in our congregation. Pat  

and O.C. Boldt celebrated their 60
th
 wedding 

anniversary on July 9
th
!  New members Tyler and 

Heidi Wallenfang welcomed little Ella Margaret to 

their family on May 29
th
. Big sister, Allie, is also 

quite proud of the new addition to the family. Pam 

and Chuck Mompier report that they are the new 

grandparents of Lillian Jane, born to their daughter, 

Sarah. Lillian arrived two months earlier than 

planned, and we are so grateful that both mom and 

baby are doing very well. Congratulations and 

blessings to all. 

 

Stewardship Campaign Set for Fall
 

I like to think that I have kicked back and enjoyed a 

bit of leisure time this summer. In reality, I am 

finding that my son’s August college move-in day is 

much closer than I realized and there is still much to 

be done before August 27. Right on the heels of that 

comes Labor Day and back-to-school, with Rally 

Sunday and our academic church schedule off and 

running. 

 

The economy has been difficult this year and some 

members of our church family have been touched by 

the result of the economic changes. MPC has also 

been touched by the economic change – for example, 

Stewardship pledges were down some from the last 

year and we were unable to fund a full $30,000 to 

Mission for additional work beyond that budgeted at 

the end of 2008. Even with these challenges, MPC 

has continued to find ways to participate in local and 

global mission opportunities. We have had members 

come forward and serve as educators and mentors to 

our youth and adults. We have had members step 

forward and find ways to get property and building 

repairs handled in cost effective ways. MPC 

members worked at the Warming Shelter during the 

winter and continue to serve meals at the Salvation 

Army. 

 

As we begin to prepare to return to our fall schedule 

– let us give thanks for our gifts. Let us come 

together as a church family and celebrate what we 

have accomplished and what possibilities lay ahead 

of us. The Stewardship Action Group is putting 

together a nine-week campaign that will start on 

Sunday, September 27 and end on Sunday, 

November 22. Your participation and involvement 

will be needed if MPC is to continue to do God’s 

work within our church, within the community and 

within the world. As the summer begins to wind 

down, take time to reflect on how you can give 

thanks and where your spiritual reflection will lead 

your commitments in 2010. 

~ Stewardship Action Group 

 

Wool Yarn Available 
 

Knitters!  Crocheters! And all those who work with 

yarn!  SERRV was having a sale of hand-dyed, 100% 

sheep’s wool yarn, so Beth Lepinski went ahead and 

ordered quite a bit for her sale in December. Of 

course, if you were planning to knit something for a 

Christmas present, you’d need to start yesterday, so 

Beth is making the yarn available now to anyone 

who’s interested. The yarn is spun at the 

Kumbeshwar Technical School in Nepal, an 

institution ―dedicated to improving the lives of low-

income people in their community through 

educational services and an income generation 

project.‖  The yarn costs $3.99 for a 2-skein package 

and comes in two colors - raspberry and burnt 

orange. Please call Beth Lepinski if you’d like to 

make a purchase. 

 



August 2009 CHIMES Page 6 of 12 

Introducing… 
 

 

Elizabeth Braatz is a serious, thoughtful young woman with a passion for animals and the 

environment. She has been active in Heifer Project campaigns and may pursue a career in 

an environment-related field. Elizabeth enjoys being outdoors- running, hiking, traveling, 

training her dog, and gardening. She is learning Spanish and reads Isaac Asimov science 

fiction. Elizabeth looks forward to participating in work trips.  

 

 

 

Rob Fraser is a funny, fun-loving young man who loves soccer, golfing, biking, and lifting 

weights. In his quiet moments, he likes reading John Grisham novels and surfing the 

internet. In school, he enjoys science and math. He is learning French and wants to study 

Latin. He likes to sing and enjoys listening to hip hop and rock music. Rob is a trained 

babysitter and is really good at baking cookies.  

  

 

 

 

Ryan McElhaney has a wide range of interests, starting with basketball, volleyball, 

hunting, and fishing. He also enjoys video-gaming, listening to rock music, using 

Facebook, and reading mysteries. Ryan enjoys performance arts - singing, storytelling, and 

acting. In school, he enjoys social studies, choir, languages arts, and tech education. Ryan’s 

been trained in CPR, First Aid, and babysitting.  

 

 

 

Emily Peterson is a very friendly young woman who enjoys keeping in touch with her 

friends. She likes to stay active by playing volleyball, tennis, and doing gymnastics. She 

also enjoys photography, beading, ceramics, and other crafts. She sings soprano, plays the 

baritone horn, and enjoys listening to pop and country music. In her quiet time, she likes to 

read comic and realistic fiction.  

 

 

 

Hugh Schuldes loves sports – golfing, running, basketball, tennis, football, volleyball, 

ping pong - you name it. He also enjoys duck hunting, fishing, and woodworking. At 

home, he plays video games, keeps in touch on Facebook, listens to rock music, bakes, and 

reads fantasy literature. Hugh sings baritone and enjoys math and science, especially 

chemistry. Hugh is always enthusiastic and energetic.  

 

 

Tyler and Heidi Wallenfang are the parents of Allie, who is 6, and Ella, who was 

born on May 29
th
. As a child, Heidi attended MPC for several years, before her family 

moved to Florida. She returned to Appleton to marry Tyler. Heidi is an elementary 

Spanish teacher and Tyler is a pharmacist with Morton Pharmacy. Tyler enjoys 

soccer, mountain biking, playing basketball, hunting, woodworking, painting, and 

landscaping, while Heidi enjoys walking, swimming, dancing, cheerleading, reading, 

and scrapbooking. Allie is a proud big sister who likes to ride her bike, go to the park, 

play on the trampoline, and do cheerleading.  (Ella is not in the picture) 
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Calling all Perennials and Gardening Angels 
 

So often we hear 

people ask if our 

church is the ―pretty 

one with the stained 

glass windows.‖  It 

really feels good to 

be able to make the 

claim – ―Yes! That’s 

the one!‖  Lately, 

though, the grounds 

surrounding our pretty church have been in need of 

some perking up. This involves both acquiring some 

plants, as well as gardeners to plant them. So, if you 

plan to thin out your perennials, consider donating 

them to the church for a mid-September planting. It 

would be most helpful if you label the donated plant 

and indicate if it is geared for a sunny or a shady 

spot. Also, if you have a green thumb or a strong arm 

and would like to be on the ground (pun intended) 

floor of this effort, please contact Paula in the church 

office. Together we will make the grounds of the 

church look just as pretty as the church itself! 

 

Visitors Welcome! 

 

This year we lost Shirley Jacobi, a long-time member 

of the MPC family. If a poll was done on the 

members of this congregation, more than one of us 

would have to say that Shirley had called or invited 

us back to an event at MPC after our first visit. She 

was passionate about her belief in her church family 

and expressed that by practically being a one-woman 

evangelism committee! 

 

The Membership Nurture and Development Elder 

Team is looking at a variety of ways to bring that 

―Shirley effect‖ to new visitors at MPC. During our 

adult education program back in March, several 

questions were asked about how we prepare 

ourselves to greet visitors and share with them the 

opportunities available each week (adult education, 

nursery for children, Kinderchurch, etc.).  

 

While we work on this process and develop some 

materials for visitors, we would like to encourage 

each of you take an active and intentional part in 

encouraging visitors to participate in more than just 

Sunday worship. Be willing to introduce yourself to a 

new face in the pew. Encourage people to attend 

Adult Education or fellowship. Do they have 

children?  Offer to show them the location of our 

nursery, Kinderchurch or youth Sunday School 

classes. 

 

We’d love to have some of you work with us on 

putting together materials and teams to help welcome 

and shepherd visitors at MPC. Contact the church 

office and let us know how you would like to 

participate!   

 

~ Emily Guttenberg, Elder – Membership Nurture & 

Development 

 

 

Food Preparation and Serving Now Require Gloves 
 

Bowing to the health concerns we all heard during 

the swine flu outbreak and to the fact that when we 

work in the Emergency Shelter and the Salvation 

Army kitchens, we are required to wear gloves when 

handling food, MPC is going to stock our kitchens 

with gloves to be worn by those who are cooking and 

serving food. Recently, when the Deacons were 

serving food during a funeral reception, it was 

noticed that the bars that we were putting on serving 

plates may have been touched by as many as four 

people before the end of the 

event. The Health Department 

recommends that gloves be 

worn during such kitchen 

activities. So look for the 

gloves in both the upstairs 

kitchenette, and the 

downstairs kitchen. The 

gloves come in two sizes, medium and large, and are 

very comfortable. – Nancy Winslow 
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Chancel Choir and Bell Choir Rehearsals to Begin 
 

Summer is quickly slipping away and I must interrupt 

yours with news of rehearsals starting again in 

September. Chancel Choir will begin rehearsals on 

Wednesday, September 9 at our new rehearsal time 

of 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. Our Bell Choir will begin 

rehearsals on Thursday, September 10 from 6:00 to 

7:15 p.m. All those interested in joining one or both 

of the choirs is encouraged to come check us out. 

These choirs are a great way to stay in touch with 

your teenager or youth in church by ringing or 

singing side by side. Schedules are often so full that 

we do not get a chance to do things together any 

more. Spend an hour or so a week with us, when your 

schedule permits. Grab a friend and make some 

music. Are you worried that you do not know how to 

ring?  NO WORRIES!  We have a wide range of 

knowledge and talents within our groups. Come, 

smile, have fun and learn to worship our Lord in a 

wonderful way. If my eight-year-old can do it, so can 

you!  Hope to see you there!  

-- In Harmony, Michelle Marr, Director of Music

 

Healthy Congregations Scheduled! 
September 20 

October 4 

October 18 

November 1 

November 15 

 

Please keep these Sunday nights available for Healthy Congregations Workshops 
 

We are excited to bring you the Healthy 

Congregations program. The workshops are the next 

step of the Moving Forward Task Force. The 

workshops will be led by Joan Johanson. Joan has 

been working with the Healthy Congregations 

program for several years and has led 60 

congregations through these workshops. 

 

The plan is to have a kick-off the first week with a 

meal prior to the program. Childcare will be 

provided. It is advised that those 17 years and older 

attend the workshops. Joan stated that the workshops 

are for ―present, past and future leaders of the 

congregation.‖  In the Presbyterian world that means 

every member of our congregation. And that is our  

goal…every member of our congregation. The nice 

part about the sessions is that they are self contained, 

meaning that if you have to miss one you won’t be 

left behind. 

 

Some of the topics that I am looking forward to for 

all of us to learn is how to respond to anxiety, how to 

manage conflict and how to deal with change. Of 

course all the topics look interesting and I am eager 

for us all to have the tools to move MPC forward. 

This is an excellent way to open up further dialogue 

between members and chart a course for growth and 

success at MPC. 

 

-- Carol Bloemer, on behalf of the Moving Forward 

Task Force 
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Announcing Bella Musica 
 

Bella Musica is a secular community handbell ensemble and a subgroup of Chaminade Chorus that utilizes five 

octaves of Malmark bells plus hand chimes. The Director of Bella Musica is Sunny Link. Ringers with experience 

and a great sense of humor are encouraged to audition. 

 

A special rehearsal and open auditions will be held on Thursday, August 20 from 7:30-8:30 p.m. Bella Musica 

weekly rehearsals will be held Thursday evenings starting September 3, 7:15-8:30 p.m. Rehearsals will be right 

here at Memorial Presbyterian Church.  

 

Chaminade Women’s Chorus will resume rehearsals on Tuesday, September 8 from 7:00 - 9:00 p.m., also right 

here at MPC. Auditions for voice placement will be at 6:30 p.m. prior to rehearsals during the month of September 

with our own Music Director, Michelle Marr. Women 18 and older or high school graduates are welcome to 

audition. If you have choral experience or just love to sing, this exciting group has a place for you. A wonderful 

season is planned that includes a delightful program during the upcoming Holiday Season and the final Spring 

Concert in March of 2010. Come and see why the Chaminade ladies love this chorus. This is our Tuesday night to 

be Sisters in Song! For more information on Bella Musica or Chaminade, visit Chaminade’s web site at 

www.chaminadechorus.com or call 920-731-9466 with any questions or to reserve an audition time. 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Morning Volunteers - August 2009 

 

Date 
Time of 

Service 
Greeters Head Usher General Ushers Reader 

Kinderchurch 

Asst 

Coffee  

Servers 
Communion Servers 

Aug. 2 10:00 

Beth 

Lepinski, 

Nancy 

Winslow 

Ken 

Opgenorth 

Tom Neal, Mary Lou 

Opgenorth, Mike 

Zuege, Tracy Zuege 

Sally 

Mielke 

Stephanie 

Schuldes 

Ellen Braatz, 

Greg Braatz 

Jeanne Mayefske, 

Mary Lou Opgenorth, 

Judy Phillips, Nancy 

Umland 

Aug. 9 10:00 

Geri 

Ellsworth, 

Judy 

Phillips 

Jon 

McElhaney 

Diane Lightfield, Ken 

Lightfield, Connor 

McElhaney, Ryan 

McElhaney 

Kathy 

Privatt 
Patti Athanas 

Jeff Privatt, 

Kathy Privatt 
N/A 

Aug. 16 10:00 

Jim 

Manuel, 

Peg 

Manuel 

Jeanne 

Nymoen 

Jane Slater, Jane 

Stevenson, Heidi 

Wallenfang, Tyler 

Wallenfang 

Jim 

Bowman 
Lori Cramer Carol Foss N/A 

Aug. 23 10:00 

Connie 

Trettin, 

Nancy 

Umland 

Tim Shoaf 

Meeilei Chen, Sharon 

McElrath, Mike Harer, 

Martha Ward 

Jeanne 

Mayefske 

Jacob 

Johnson 

Jim 

Podlasek, 

Karl Ver 

Burg 

N/A 

Aug. 30 10:00AM 

Ken 

Couillard, 

Barb 

Couillard 

Mark 

Spindler 

Laura Frye, Fred 

Umland, Jackie 

Hoganson, Pat 

Spindler 

Valerie 

Bayer 

Diane 

Lightfield 

Stu Leslie, 

Barb Leslie 
N/A 
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Edison School Partnership 
 
Our partnership with Edison School will continue this year. They are very thankful that we not only help with 

snacks for the after-school program, but we will also have at least three tutors in the United for Reading Success 

program. We will collect healthy snacks during the month of August for the after-school group. In talking with the 

teacher, she indicates that these are favorites that we supplied last year: raisins in small boxes, granola bars (those 

with chocolate!), peanut butter, crackers, and applesauce. Also these items are welcome: juice boxes, pudding cups, 

and pretzels. If you use your imagination you can come in with other healthy snacks. There will be a box in the 

Narthex for the snacks. If you would like to volunteer in the Reading for Success program, call Nancy Winslow 

with questions or Debbie Schroeder at 832-6319 if you are ready to volunteer. Debbie is the Director of Volunteer 

Services for the public schools. This is a very worthwhile opportunity and I urge you to sign on. – Nancy Winslow 

 

 

 

June June

Actual Budget Difference Actual Budget Difference

SUMMARY OF INCOME

Contributions $18,253 $33,800 ($15,547) $176,436 $202,797 ($26,361)

Pre-paid Pledges (Received in 2008 for 2009) $3,911 $3,911 ($0) $23,465 $23,465 $0

Plate Offering $199 $300 ($101) $1,157 $1,800 ($643)

Youth Offering $2 $25 ($23) $51 $150 ($99)

Building Use $1,825 $1,617 $208 $12,660 $9,700 $2,960

Special Offerings $5 $834 ($829) $5,352 $5,000 $352

Flowers $40 $250 ($210) $1,456 $1,500 ($44)

Fellowship Program Income $2 $33 ($31) $75 $200 ($125)

Other Operating Income $0 $42 ($42) $178 $250 ($72)

Conditional Revenue for Reserve Fund and $0 $2,500 ($2,500) $0 $15,000 ($15,000)

    Local & Global Mission

TOTAL INCOME $24,237 $43,312 ($19,075) $220,830 $259,862 ($39,032)

SUMMARY OF EXPENSES

Pastor $8,223 $7,936 $287 $47,072 $47,604 ($531)

Associate Pastor $5,422 $5,328 $94 $31,940 $31,971 ($30)

Administrative Staff $7,357 $7,209 $148 $41,422 $43,242 ($1,820)

Worship Staff and Materials $2,385 $3,313 ($928) $17,476 $19,854 ($2,378)

Office Operations $691 $909 ($218) $3,617 $5,450 ($1,833)

Property and Custodial Staff $10,368 $8,658 $1,710 $54,469 $51,951 $2,519

Other Congregational Programs $1,548 $1,809 ($261) $6,753 $10,850 ($4,097)

Presbytery Program* $3,667 $4,774 ($1,107) $35,284 $28,642 $6,642

Mission Support $191 $3,383 ($3,192) $5,952 $20,300 ($14,348)

Other $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

TOTAL EXPENSES $39,852 $43,319 ($3,467) $243,985 $259,862 ($15,876)

Gain or (Loss) ($15,615) ($7) ($15,608) ($23,155) $0 ($23,155)

*Note: Per capita (under Presbytery Program) is paid once a year in March.

Year-to-Date through June 2009

PRELIMINARY FINANCIAL REPORT
Year-to-Date June 2009
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Memorial Presbyterian Church 

803 East College Ave. 

Appleton, WI 54911-5697 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
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 Date:  August 30, 2009 
 Time: 11:00 a.m. (Come to church, too, at 10:00 a.m.) 
 Place: Memorial Presbyterian Church Parlor 
 
Our own Carol Loker is having a birthday!  She will be 

100 years old on August 30, 2009. This momentous 

occasion needs to be celebrated and we hope all of you 

will be able to be there to renew your friendship with Carol 

or meet her for the first time on August 30. 

 

Carol has been a member of Memorial Presbyterian 

Church since March 1948. She and her husband, James, 

were very active in the life of the church - James serving 

as auditor, and Carol teaching church school. During the 

Fall of 1952, the Session began looking for someone to 

assist Pastor Cliff Pierson. According to the minutes of 

December 9, 1952, Mrs. Loker indicated that she would 

accept the position of Assistant to the Minister, if it was 

offered to her. And so began a career of 22 years that grew 

from pastor’s  

assistant to church secretary and later expanded further to 

include Director of Religious Education. She also was the 

lead teacher for the Junior High Church School program 

for several years. She remained active in the church even 

after her retirement in October 1975 and most recently 

served as part of the Friday morning bulletin crew. She is 

one terrific lady and has many stories to tell about her life 

with the church. Please come and join us for church and a 

party.  

 

It would also be great if you would send her a card. After 

all, how many times do you get to buy or make a card for a 

100-year-old person?  Let’s try to get 100 of them!  You 

can bring them to church that day or mail them to her at 

Gardens of Fountain Way, 1050 Fountain Way, Menasha, 

WI 54952. 
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